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I have ſworn by nry ſelf, the word is gone out of my Mouth in 
Righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return, That nnto me every Knee ſhalt 
bow, every Tongue ſhall ſwear, Iſa. 45+ 23. 
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A Vindication of Oaths, and Swearing in 
weighty Caſes, as lawful, &c. 


AT itis lawful for Chriftian people to ſwear, 1 ſhall firſt 
make good by poſitive proof, and: then take off the argu- 
ments which arc brought again it. It might ſeem neceſſa- 
ric and pertinent to define what an Oath is,and firſt to treat 
of the nature of it, and the ſeveral ſorts of oaths: But my purpoſe 
being only to. write fo much as may ſuffice for the conviction of the 
Quakers Errours, and the ſatisfaCtion and eftabliſhmeneof wavering 
and doutful ſools in the truth, I ſhall uy premiſe this as a ground- 
work to the ending proofs, and a kind of clueor guide for the open- 
ing and i e truth in_this point ; that there be in ſpeech and 
- communication by diſcourſe ſeveral ſteps ordegrees towards a cer tainty 
and confirmation. And this hath been in uſe univerfally throughout 
all ages of the. world, and in all places of mankind, The firſt and low- 
et ep or degree is a bare and ſimple affirmation and negation, or pro- 
nouncement of the matter without more, as to ſay, The Lord hath ſent 
me, | am a Chriſtian, My name is Joby, 1 am going to ſuch place, I am 
not the man you take me tobe. This I take to be the ſame with ſimple 
and bare yea and nay, ay and go, or yes and no, and to be the leaft and 
loweſtmeaſure of ſpeech tending to certific the mind of him we ſpeak to, 
This is or ſhould be moſt ordinary and common with all perſons. I am 
ſure with all that have learned the right and true way of governing the 
tongue, and have the moſt tender and pure coaſciences,this is moſt com. 
mon and ordinary, and where this will ſuffice, more ſhould not be uſed. 
2. It is. more than bare yea and nay to ſay indeed, or intruth, or 
I do affure you, or] donot lye to you, you may believe me, 1amin 
, verily, and verily verily, Theſe in the ufe and conftruQi- 
on of all languages do differ from bare yea and nay, ora naked and 
ſimple affirmation aad negatipn. We are not in diſcourſes to others to 
putin indeed and inruch ow? ſentence ; and at every ſpeech we 
make 


. 2] 
Make to add vers/y, verify. Chriſt himſelf uſed theſe words but very 
fparingly, not alwayes; nor frequently.-An inſtance | may- cite one 
for many, out of Zerem. 26. 14; 15; As for me, bebold, 1am mm your 
band : doe __ me 4s 7 good and meet ws you. But ow! ye for 
certain, that 5 t mr #0 death, ye ſhall Furdly, bring innocent. n 
your [elves,an Id city, and [obs che inhabiea Oka Sith 
the' Lord bath ſent me unto you, to ſpeak alt. theſe words mm $4 ears. Here 
© are diverſe words wttded* for con anatibh,-ackhÞ ing 0n of the 
truth, know ye for certain, ſurely, of a truth. See 1 Sam. 8.9. And ſo fre. 
quently up and down. the Scriptures theſe words of 4 truth are uſed 
by all. I Saw, 21. 5. Of truth women have been kept from us. Out Savi. 
*our ſays in his preaching, 7 tell you of a truth, Lyk,'4 25:10 Lutgh, 27, 
Lak, 12. 44. Lok. 21, 3. The ſame you have by St. Perter, . 10, 
34. 3nd by alt the Saints gathered.together ſpeaking in prayer ro<God, 
Alt: 4.27, ſee alſo Dan. 2.47. Hat. 14. 3;. And not this only, but 
God himſelf alſo frequently uſing words for confirmation, beſides that 
Chriſt is God. Ferem. 31. 18. I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himſelf. 7; 20. I' will furely have mercy upon him, faith the-Lord, 
1 Sam. 30.8, Porfue, for thou ſhall ſurely. overtake them; and withoie 
fail recover all. Gen. 2. 17. God .ſayes to holy and ſpo mnocent 
Adim, In the day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dye. Gen. 9, 5. Sure- 
ly your blood of your liver will I require. Fudg. 6. 16. And £ Lord 
ſaid into bim, "Surely 7 will be with thee, And mvltitudes more 'of the 
ſathe importthe Scripture is full's|. Now all theſe © wayes of expreſſion 
art a degtce of cenfirmation, ind are more than a fimple'yea 'and' nay. 
And witheur all queſtion ſuch wayts of expreſſion are lawful,- the 
Quakers themſelves not denying but praftiſing and afſenting 'ro them, 
And yet we would not account it well done in any man alwayes andiin 
every of his ſpeeches to uſe ſuch words fot the*aſſuring of the''4rurh 
to him he ſpeaks. It would be great Favre [6 to doe. Theſe grenot to 
be uſed without cauſe, though they be far ſhort'6f an -6ath;' oe the 
higheſt degree of ſecurity and confirmation in ſpeech; © 595.0 7 1 
' *3. Beſides theſe there be alſo ſome other formes of ſpeech, which 
yer are not accounted oaths, though ſofie think thyt they are,and*per- 
1dvenure they may be. As, Lproteft, call Heaven and E to-wit- 
neffe, God'is witneſs, T ſpeak before God, I 'calt God for '&Precortl 
upon my ſoul, My conſcience bears me witrels, God that Knoweth 'all 
things knowes' that T do not lye : And whether' that 'of Zoſeph be'one 
fuch, By the life of Pharaoh ye arc ſpies, which Toftie rake to'be -. 
XG — oath; 
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T3) "Ye 
0 we ſay;.as 4ive; das the Lord'lhves; arid? 
make proceſtation formy: lf, dnd:Thiz ſioarCThatt/by- wirnes: rs 
au, leſt yqu deny. your Groit3/ For 40 hath: heard allyriis woldywhkeh! 
the Lord hath ſpokente you, 7oſ.- 24. 275 TGivz car, O yt bedvenr; ane 
Lyill ſpeak; and bear, 0 corth, rhe words of my mouth, Debt 742/11 Tſa,t.21 
Zerem- 2.12: 1call Heauen end'Earih-torecord agaimſt yours day, Dene-" 
10. 19+ Spmeof theſe: exprefions aze:generaliytaken 10 be! wi onth) 
It is certain they are/more than yea and nay. As Saint Paul, Orv 
15:3 1 4 proteſt by jour: rejoyairig- 101) Chri#t, "2 *Cov. 11137 A; God is - 


| tru0, 087 Word toward' you was net: yea and/nay.” v.23. Itall God for 


arcord upon my ſoul, This ſeems clearly to be an oath; Rom 1, 5. God is 
my wianeſs QC. that without ceaſing 1 makemention of you'alwaies in my pray: 
ers. LT heſ. 2+ 10, Te\are witnefies, and God' alſo.” 3 Cor, 11, 10,' As the 
truth_ of "hy is 5n me, Gal. 1.29 Now'the things which I wyite ##t6 
yu, behold,  vefore- God, I lie nar. 1 Tim. 5; 21, 2:Tim.'q. 1. I . 

charge thee before God, and the Lord. Jeſus Chrif, and the eleft Angels. 

Row. 9. 1. / ſay the truth in Chriſt, I lie not ; my conſcience alſo begging 
me micneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, | 3 1+, 
4+ The laſt.and higheſt meaſure of confirmation in ſpeech'is an oath, 
which-regularly ſhould not be uſed where a leſſer meaſure of confir- 
mation will ſerve. Heb. 6. 16. Men verily ſwear by the greater, and a 
ah - confirmation is to them an end of all ftrife. An oath then is- for 
confirmation,and — it is a confirmation by teſtimony ard 
appeal to.God as Judge of aMfmoſtly by ſpeech'and uſe of the r6ngue : 
not hat { exclude from fwearing, ſuch as cannot ſpeak; 1 may ſweat by 
writing and:external figns and indications known -arid fo taketi' te 
that intent; but fwearing by ſpeech is moſt common, and is an engaging 
of the credit and-veracity of him that ſweareth for the truth of what is 
ſwore. So thatan. oath hath place but-in ſuch things as depend upon 
teſtimony, and the ſpeakers credit and honeſty, and is not to''be:uſed 

in-things purely, ſciential and-probable by" demoriſtration.” © ' +! 
| Lhexe is impuinted-im the hearts of all men'by nature a notion or belicf 
that there is a Godz& the leſs deptaved thar natural reaſoris,the clexret 
and (tronger- is this belief: and proportionable to this belief there "i8in all 
perſons Raligion,: which is nothing but an attcof the heart or practical 
ming correſpandent tothe conception Eebelieftehar is in the judgment? 
drawing along witivit the affections, gongue &tconverſationtowardsGod 
or a Deity, by acknowledgement, honour, venerariov"and'adoration,and 
ſuch worſhip,fervice and obedicacc as = mind conceiveth'to be accep- 
2 table 


4 


table to the ſupream and 


Idolatroully : they coaceit it is righe to God, and ſq 
andreſt init, Jobs 4. 22. Te ip ye kyow not what. Ad. 17. 2;. 
The Athenians perform'd their devotions,/ ro the wrhnown God. Whom 
therefore ye ignoramly worſhip, bim declare 1 wno you. 1 Cor. to. 20, 
= _ ich the Gentules ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils and not 
to. God. ' | | 

Now the eſtimation and reverence of an oath is taken from the 


eſteem and reverence which all the world hath of him that is calledGod, 


the ſupream and infinite Majeſty, whom the Heathens had learnt to call 


maximus, For the nature of man will not ſuffer that there ſhoult - 


0 
be no God. And ſuch power hath Religion-in all mankind by the in- 


graven principles of good and evil in our minds by nature, that we ac- - 


count him a monſter among men that fhall deny the being of God : and 


next to _ or as ill or worſe, do we account him that acknowledging 
the being of God,doth not adore and reverence and worſhip him either 


God, A46c.4 isin ſome fort s worſe Atheiſt that believing a Deity 

doth not at all worſhip or honour him by Piery or Religien. Flnacs beth 
the original and reverence of oaths is de allthe workd believing a 
God, accounting Religion to be the higheſt &moſt ſacred thing in thi 

world, and ſwearing tobe ſome way or other an act of Religion, not ſo 
natural and effential as ſome parts and pits of Religion, but yet a part 
of Religion, and jaſtly conjoined with it and reckoned to it, And this 
might be evidenced by plenty of arguments from Scripture,reaſon,and 
human authority, and the unanimous ſuffrage of all writers, and all ſuch 
as have been worſhippers of God, whether truly or corruptly, 1 ſhell 


conkine my ſelf ro argument from. Scripture, and the evidence of the 


thing.ief, R 
"_ appears from Scripture that ſwearing is ſacred, or a piece or 
ingredient n- Religion, Deat. 6.1 3. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and 
ſerve bins, and ſhalt ſmear by bis name. The ſame is repeated with ad- 
vantage, -Deut. 10. 20; Then ſpalt fear the Lord thy God, bim ſhalt thou 
Vang et goto mfg ey ar _ 18. In 
that day | Cities in the lan of. Egypt x nage of Canaan, 
and ſwear tothe Lerd of beſts." Tſe. 45.23. I have ſworn by my ſelf, the 
word 5s gone ous of my mouth in righteonſneſr, and ſhall not return, that un- 
tame every knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall ſwear; compared with Phil. 2 
1Gz1 bs 
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werſhippers believe «Dei and wor hmyckdagh: evern ply or | 
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trulPor i” For all people will walk every one in the name of his 
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10,1 1,40d Row."14. 11: Inalltheſe places it is evident, that ſweaiiogiv , 
accounted.an at of Religiop,and as it is uſual in-gther caſes 'by a figure 
of ſpeech vary. Fra whole by « part,ſa the Scripture taking ſwearing 
to be a ſacred thing, and & | package By under thisname comprehen- 
deth the entire Religion and Service of the true God. And ——— 
5. The Lord threatens them that wor ſhip the boſt of beaven  npon the_houſe 
tops, and them that worſhip, and that ſwear by the Lord, and by Malcham. 
And Iſa.” 48. 1. They are blgmed which fwear by the Name of the Lord, 
and makg mention of the God of Ifracl, but wot intrach. And hitherto tend 
all choſe Scriptures which do limit and 'appropriate ſwearing to the 
name of God, Iſe.65.16. He that ſweareth ſhall [wear by the God of 
trath, as be that bleſſeth bimſelf in tbe earth, ſhall bleſſe himſelf in che. God 
of truth. Joſ.23.7,8. To ſhall not come amony theſe natwns, nor makg wens- 
on of the name of their Gods, ' nor: cauſt\ 10 ſwear by them, neicher ſerve 
them, wor bow your ſelves to thew : but cleave unto the. Lord: your God. 
Jerems 12.16. It ſhall come to paſſe if they will diligersly learn the , wayes of 
wy people, to ſwear by my name, the Lord liverh (4 tangbt wy 
10. ſwear by Baal) then ſhall they be built in the midit an pope ie 
it was the praCtice of- Idolaters to ſwear by:the name. of their Idlals, Amos 
| $8. I4. t C241 - i: 0163'8 | 
2, Iris apparent by reaſon, and' by evidenceffrom the-thing it ſclf. 
For what is an oath? 1-ſwear by God, I 'call God for'a record: upon 
my ſoul, I believe that God is ill-ſecing,heart-ſearching, moſt erue molt 
good, and Almighty, the rewarder of all truch-and uprightnaeſs, and: the 
revenger of all falſhood,deceit,and cozenage; and if this thing which 1 
lay and ſwear by his name be not true, if I (ſhall: not pesform the thing 
which  promife,if I be not in all points trae @ſincere in this my oath & 
afſeveration before the-Lord, then let me have ao portion/in God, then: 
let the true and righteous God deal with me asa deceiver,and execute 
revenge upon me according to my defert for falſhood in ſwearing. This- 
is an oath, out of which itis evident that it isa ſacred thing, and doth: 
conſtirute a part of Religion, - or moſt nearly pertaineth to ir... Fox, 

3. It doth contain an acknowtedgment'of Gods foveraignty and of 
all his Attributes. Every oath is vertually an acknowledgement of the 
ſupremacy of God, as alſo of his omniſciency,omaipreſence,omnipoten- 
cy, holinefſe, veracity and juſtice, Heb. 6. 16. For mon verily ſwear by 
the greatey : and therefore when God makes promiſe, becauſe he can 
ſwear by no greater, be ſwears by bimſelf,v-T3Q. 1 141 

2. Every oath is vertually a prayer or imprecation, which is an - of 
worſhip. 


warſhip: abd=-Honouting of : God :þy adaration,; calling . upon; his: 


name! :Anil :wie -find!Fonatbun, when the , would: put the mauter 0u8; 


of: doubt 30::P4x944 þy-vath, he::dotly ſolemnly invoke: God 4ogrs, 
ther! >with his cart; 120d yoingsimprecation with ſweering ; .die- 
reCtipgs bis matref\ ro Dowd even wheri heicalled:upen God, 1 Sow; 
20323 z.:h0 ſwearing we! do! yirtually imprecate | Gads vengeance: 
upen ſobl and boulyjand all we have and\are, if. what we ſwear be gut. 
true, 'whichiswmoſbfakemwandtdreadfulghing. 7: 7 x 11 
13; In every oath thererisvinually.afi appeal to God, 68 to the. 
aproamgtt Fudge, and gn atteſtation gf /Godas preſemt eo .the truth of; 
'weſay ;Bywhichwe Yerline\the | judicature. of magn, aud fo vere; 
tually.acknowtedge. mai/it0 bein. deficient: creature, and.no. way ts: 
with-Gody andinaſmuchasal merit know 2nd believe (vg, 
bempfrerueunduthit ſeizand if cannot be thathe ſhould atcelt oi bear, 
wincfic tony umuther zac do therefare:'vouch him-for our 
witnette ; :d3 who would ay Ged himiclk were'pleaſed to ſpeak, he 
waulg bear: me wimmalle thav] fay truth. You willall rru& God y: if- 
GodFiouldſay i, youweuld believe-it x as muchas in me lyes I vouch: 
thamoſtzric Gbdfogrteftimony to-my: wonds. So; that:in the infens; of. 
him that ſwears, if the thing ſworn be not true, God himſelf ſhguld; 
be: guilgrof lying and: perjuty, becauſe 1-do in effect make him my 
| z and the:ſame-for ſubſtance as if God himſelf had pro-. 
reſted what:L bad affirmed. 1: And-there being no higher Appeal than 
to God, hence it is thatan Qathfor confirmation is to men ap end of 
all-trife, AAdeb 61164. Not ghat deevenmn it doi always:ſo fall out, 
thatan:Oath ends all ſuit.and fAirife: For we. times .{ce the con- 
trary,;z .and: fone are of ſuch:profijgate conſciences that wewill hardly: 
truſt them vpon their:Oaths. ' But de-53nſtituro &- de- fine res, an Oat 
in-matters Teſtimonial :and- pertaining to Witneſs-bearing. is the high- 
eſt proof. and confirmation:that-can be amongſt men, and all are. to: 
re& in this:-decifion, referring; the:further cryal of it co: the; Jydicature; 
of Ged the {ſupreme Judge 5; ſaving; that. where jt can be maede+our, 
that the-party. hath committed: Perjury, enquiry may be,made, and 
being proved.and convicted his Qathand teftunony js to be. made void, 
and whatſoever. dependeth thereon -is:to. be anpulled and cancelled. 
And: hence.l ehink [may with. ſome probability averr and effirm, that, 
only in ic yo wa. 2 9 AS" there is. no need .of-any 
Oath at all there, becauſc;thoSaintsa6d/Angels be perfectly, aud ade- 
quately perfe@iwith-the; perfection of: a Creature, and they cannot 
» 


fin, 
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io, *$6f'eah they inthe leaſt dots of Golds evetlaBing: loveand.there 
cdritinvance in thu bleſedeſtate toll! {| They can ha7g. 99 


diſtruſt at all, nor do they need any Oath or Aſſeveration or mens of 
ſecutity #nd' confirmurien from God to: thertſ, or from them/to God, 
| or t6knch'otherv- Gods Word and Oath recorded in ghe Scripture, 95 
to the mart@'vf ir, remains everlaſtingly-to-be fulbltxd; innd the,aqny 
tinvance of the bleſſed Angels and glorified faints inrglory is founded = 
upon the verity and immurability of Gods promiflory word, and fo 
far there-is faith in Heaven, and. the glorified Spirits live by Faith, 
But this Faith is their perfeftioo, and-it is a Faith without all impexfe- 
Qion'; alſo Eternity is @ kind of ana continuum nunc, it is not ear 
ſoreq by time, the everlaſting continuance of the bleſſed Spixits ip glo- 
ry is as'a thing alwayspreſent andexiſtent to them, they are;as) (ure 
of it 's$ if they ſaw it, there is oo proper ſucceſſion and meaſuring. of 
tivprs and time in Eternity, theres therefore no uſe at all for an-Oath 
there, becauſe an Oattr is for confirmation, whereas they:i ca 
are in the fulleſt fruition of glory; aniebeir fruwiondt (elf. 
pureft confirmation: 1006 CITI LES AOL TY 14 +2.) | 12 
But eve fmce theereation of man.upan earth there: hath been,place 

- for an Omth; or ſolemndemunciation;' For even inParadiſc itſelf, and 
while than wes innocent and unfallen, the/Lor& was pleaſcd-to ſwear 
to him, or corifirm him his wordito tim:by more: thane bareand fim- 
ple commination.' | For thus we read; Graz 21153: Of $bri tree of thnow- 
Tedge of good arid v0" thow "ſhalt. mori cat of it Hor 5: thn dex toes thee 
.tateſt rhereof thou ſhalt ſurely dye. 'The'wordy inthe Otiginalare,. Dy- 
ing thou ſhale dye, which'is an Hebraiſmor Phraſe-proper t94bat Lan- 
guage, andimporteth a degree of fpeech :more-than_bare.yea and nar, 
'6r promiſing «nd threazning; and therefare is your Tranſlators ren- 
dred thou ſhalt ſurely djs. And that.which. induceate me the mpre+.to 
this obſervation, .is the formi-of Oath wbich {God vſcdgto Abrs- 
bam, ſet down Gen; 42. 16, 117. repeated: MebiiGe Inty i 51; Where 
God is _ ow ned fon nei ares manner.of .the 
Oath is expreſled, the Lord ſware :by: bits ſelfq”: jaxingsr Bleſſong +1 - will 
bleſs thee ;, whidti ſeems wcnbeſytnomadqaniob.dpeeth with Gem, 2. 
7.” Dyinr thiw! ſhale dye; nid do aye of p99; i; ſeems, 30 
be | ation; hho#ochafter hem S.p. 
als. AF ary Will object! andirfdy;.; Fhat the: Lords promibng is 
fwearing, **md that when the/Scripture-relateth of -God ay ſwearing, 
it meancth no more but-his bare word, andno Qatb; becauſe ſay ſome 
| Gods, 


_— by 


. LIT Nd 2 þ FEM | {Hh 
Gods Word or Promiſeis all one withhis Oath, This | find among the 
bon rpg co by thE Quakers in their Treatiſe of Oaths,: pag, 
137,188. | Is» 

To which I anſwer, That this may by no means be admitted with. 
out-manifeſt-wrong to the Scriptures, atid great abſurdity in Reaſon. 
Iris certain that God hath neither [mouth nor tongue; when he ſpeak- 


Eh, it is by a formed voice and words : He himſelf is' an iocomprehen. 


ſible Eſſence and Perfeftion, and words do-not agree to him, And 
therefore when he ſpeaketh,it is by a created voice, and by inftruments 
and means formed thereunto ; "and as he ſpeaks by mans voice, ſo alſo 
in mans language. And to fay that Gods bare word or ſimple promiſe 
in Scripture is' his Oath, is againft Scripture it ſelf, Heb; 7. 21. The 
Prieſts under-the Law were made without 8n-:Oath, but Jeſus Chriſt 
with an Oath, by bim that ſaid unto bim, The Lord ſware and will not 


repent. | And the Scripture doth clearly diſtinguiſh between Gods-pro- 


li __ 6.17, 18. God willing __ abundantly to pow 
sof promiſe the immutability of ' is connſel, confirmed it by an 
bat by two immutable things, in which it was impoſſible for God to 


he, we'might beve' « frong conſolation. © Theſe two im things 


are Gods promiſe and his Oath; they arc two and not one: the. 


Lord would not content liimſelf-to give his Saints a Promiſe only, but 
for their 'more-abundant conſolation confirmed it with an Oath: - all 
which conſidered with the context do prove that Gods Oath and his 
fimple Promiſe are'two diſtin things. The Scripture aboundeth. with 
Promiſes and Threatnings of God; but Gods ſwearing is more rare. For 


once ſwearing there are many and multitudes of promiſes, By my /e/f 


beve I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, Gen.22.1 6. Heb.6.13,19. Heb,7.21. Pal. 
10. 4. Iſa. 45: 23. Jerens. 49. 13. Ferem. 51.14. Amos 6.8. Pſal.8g.35. 
Hmos 4. 2. '1' Sam. 3.14. Pſal. 89..;. Mic. 7,20. Iſs. 14: 24. 
Iſa. 54. 9. Iſa. 62: 8. Jerem. 44.26. Amos 8. 7. Luk, 1.7;. Ats 2. 30. 
Pal. 1 32. 11, Ats79- rf Heb. 3. 11,18. Heb. 4. 3, In all which 
places anda great many more expreſſe mention is made of the 
Lords oath and'ſwearing. Now'to ſay that all theſe mean no more 
but Gods bare*gnd imple word; promiſe or threatning, is either to 


ſay that there's ho difference betwen ſwearing and bare ſpeaking or 
affirming, 'or that Scripture 'ſpenketh not-conſonantly+o it ſelf,” nor 


in the common ſenſe and underſianding of all men, and beareth 


_ 'vs in hand with faifity when irtellcth us ſo often of Gods ſwearing. 


I believe that the Scripture meaneth as it ſaith, and would have ” 
all 
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all ſo to believe; and not to impoſe a meaning upon Scripture both-falſe 
and-abſurd. And if any ſhall ask-how can God fwear? by the ſame 
waythat he can ſpeak, and fimply affirm and:deny, promiſe. or threat- 
en, and both alike. Up and down the Scripture we find God ſpeaking 
to us after the manner of men, and ſo we muſt interpret and under- 
ſtand, uſing all wayes of expreſſion, moſt frequently ſimphypromiling 
and threatning, oftentimes ſurely, and other forms of confirmation, 
and more rarely oathes and ſwearing, condeſcending to ſpeak to us 
men in our own-language. / 

And this is my firſt argument for the lawfulneſs of an oath, Gods 
own example of ſwearing for more ſecurity and confirmation, And it 
ſeems to be. a very ſtrong argument. Forifthe Lord moſt wiſe and 
good ſee it meet to ſwear to man, and conceive it a ſuitable expedient 
for mans debility and weakneſs, and acrutch or tay to his faith ; 
how much more may there be required an oath from men?-It is impoſh. 
ble that God ſhould lye or deceive. If he make but the moſt ſimple and 
naked promiſeor threatning,that is enough for his Majeſty : he is truth 
and faithfulneſs and'juſtice and goodnefle it ſelf, and he cannot ithe 
leaſt be moved from performing what he ſayes, yet he ſces it conVeni- 
ent and profitable for mans help to confirm his word by oath, As I live, 
1 ſwear by my holinefſe, by my excellencie, by my great name, I 

ſwear by my ſelf, which is to ſay, Let me beno God, let me have no 
truth, no holineſſe, or excellency in me,let me be challenged for a falſe 
 God,and nocredit at all given to me,if | ſhall not make good my word, 
and perform what i ſay. It is of his. goodnefſe and ſuperabundaant rich 
grace, that the Lord makes unto.us promiſes; and it is yet from the 
more abundance of his grace that he confirms it with an oath ; and as 
the Lord wovld not doe it if there were not: cauſe ; ſo being done, ic 
gives-us'to underſtand that an oath as ſuch is not imply evil. For then 
it would/be ; unbeſceming_ his holineſs and ipfnite glory. If it were 
-altogether ſi6ful-to ſwear, | how could the'Lord: ſweer ? It is evident 
that.anoath hath ies reaſdn and foundation in.nature, and doth ſuppoſe 
ſome preexiſtent.reaſon on our behalf, and therefore for our confirmati- 
on the; Lord-ſweareth, that there might be no room at all left: for. doubc- 
ivg.'7 For if, we will not irvſt'Gad-vpon his oath, we will not truſt him 
indeed; we aremght_ increduleys 'wretchgs, and doiineffect proclaim 

God to:bea lyar, ſuch a ongas isnot.co be truſted, 1-7obrt 1. 1. 
Perhaps you may object, there may-be ſome ground-or -colout for 
an oath ſince the fall, becauſe of y, great depravedncſs of our natures, 
and 


-_ 
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1] 
and fo there could 'be no uſe of an oath 26 him. . 

1 do anſwer, 'that Adam had in ſorne ſort imperfeRtion in him, but 
hehad no culpable imperfeQtion in him, He was created inleſs, but 
not ſo free from falling into fingbut that he might(ag afterwards hedid) 
fall inro (uf now as God ſaw it meet to give hima Jaw to obſerve, 
and tg back that law by a threatning, ſo he might (ee it convenient for 
Adams good and for more ſecurity and. confirmation beſides the bare 
and {imple threatning to uſe an aſſeveration or ſoleqn denunciation for 
more ſecurity and certioration. Surely if thou eat of this tree thou ſhall dye. 
Take hced to thy ſelf,thou art not ſo beyond all poſhbility of falling,but 
that it is poſſible for thee to (in, and if thou do at ali lin, Ferily chow ſhalt 
dhe, Surely [ will not ſpare to puniſh thee. | do not contend that the words 
ſet down Gen. 2. 17.4rc an oath; and Ithink'it beyond all doubt 
that they are more than a ſimple or naked threatning. And that's a 
a degree towards an oath. This was in Paradiſe, during mans eſtate 
of innocency : ſo that God is ovr chief pattern for ſwearing, and his 
exgSple is a chief warrant, and it is apparently grounded in reaſon : 
and therefore I may warrantably ſay by way of Antitheſis to W,” Pen, 
Treatiſe of oaths, P. 12. Henente ratione legis, manet & lex. The firſt 
oath, afſeveration or proteftation being upon reaſon and preexiſtent 


grounds, where there are the ſame grounds and reaſons there is the - 


ſame uſe ofan oath, And 4 mujori ad minus valet argumentum aſfir- 
mative,if there was uſe for an oath,aſſeveration,or folema denunciation 
in Paradiſe during the ſtate of innocency,and that for more ſecurity and 
confirmation to Adam; much more do fallen ſinners need the oath 
of God for the help of our faith, And if we need the oath of God, co 


we not necd the oath of manor can.it be that we can be more con-. 


Gdent in man than in God? If an oath be any means of confirmation 
in its own nature and right uſe, as hath been evidenced that ic is, and 
as the example of God, and conſtant uſe of all nations doth witnefs ; 
then.chere can be no reaſon for the utter aboliſhmeat of. oaths, while 
mankind is ſo impotent and defective as to need all ſuch helps and 
wayer' as do any thing conduce to the ſertlement and confirmation 
of humane belief and perſwaſhon whether towards God, or towards 
one andther, in things teſtimonial and credential, ſuch as are not 
ca of confirmation any other- way, ſaye by teſtimony and 
mation on his part that ſpeaketh or aflureth, and beliefor giving 
eredit by him that is to be allured.. | 
| Alfo 


ard groſs vnbelef and tyrducts of heart but - Adai# was perfeQt, 
0 
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- Alfo it ma be noted out of the Scriptores of truth; that God him- 
ſelf ſwore to felt Chriſt, 'Tbe Lord hath ſworn und will vor repent, Thok 
aft 4 prieft for over after the order of Melchiſedech, Pſal. 110, 4. compar- 
ed with 'Heb. 5.1 6,159,718, 19,20,21,22, Where a compariſon is made 
of the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and the Prieſthood under the haw, and the 

eminence-is gives to Chriſt; and this among the reſt is added'ss 
2 'note of excelſthcy in the Prieſthood of Chriſt which was not under 
the law; that'Chrift was made Prieſt with an oath, and rhe- oath is fer 
down,God the Fther ſpeaking and ſwearing to Chriſt, show art a Prieff 
for ever. Andhence the Scripture doth gather and make obſervationthat 
the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and conſequently the Goſpel Covenant and 
diſpenſation was far more excellent and perfect than thar of the Law. 

And we are taught; Heb, 6. 17, 18, That Gods oath to the Heirs of 
promiſe was for confirmation/fake, and Jefus Chriſt is the heir_of all 
things, Heb. 1, 2. And it is agreed upon by all Divines that there was 
a peculiar covenant or tranſaction between God the Father and Jeſus 
Chriſt the mediator and Saviour of the world, diſtin from all other 
Covenants between God and man, and between Chrift the mediator 
and men. And the Scripture would not thar this Covenant ſhould be 
wanting in exccllencie and compleatnefs, but to be above the cove- 
nant of Aoſes and the Levitical Priefthood and adminiſtration of old, 
and therefore the Lord added an oath to the Covenant and Priefthood 
of Chtift, which was notin the other. Now this doth beroken and 
infer, 1, That an oath from God is a triark of glory and 'excellency, 
and did' confer ſpecisl digniry upon Chrift 6 ad bis Prieſthood, 2. 
That even in che priefthood of Chrift there' was oft for 'an oarh, and 
that for confirmation. For -Frake thatto be an endor reafon com- 
mon to #ll oaths to be for confirmation, 7 hbgve ſworn and will not re- 
pent, © Thou a#t'a prieſt for ever after the ordty of Melebiſedech; © You will 
ask, to'whom doth God intend and' direct this oath for confirmati- 
on?” Andit is evident that the words are | immediately and' firſtly di- - 
reed to Jefus Chriſt, God ſpeaks to him, 7have ſworn, and will net re- 
petit, Thow'art a Prieff for ever. If any ſhalHforther queſtion, what need. 
eth -Feſus Chriſt any confirmation Helides his* confecrarion , to the 
office of Mediztor, hiv extreordiniry* unttion,” and' Gods word . of 
prorhiſe, and theworiderfirf hypoſhdticat union of the t#o* natbfes in" 
the perſon of the Sonsf God 7 what needed an Oath ? *Yrrwas rot For 
him but for others, the Heirs of promiſe,that this'was added for confir- 
mation, Jeſus Chriſt was impeccable, and had ng defect at all, nor could - 
in the leaſt doubt of Gods verity, and ſo there could be no uſe of an 
Oath as to him. C 2 I ſhall 
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.;þ ſhalt anſwer, but with ſubmiſſion: eo others, and bbeyty of chang- 
ing, my. mind, vpop vuribes. figdy and; enquify, if need be. Jt wes) 
his-own voluntary humility"and condeſcenſion to,manking, together. 
with his Fathers will and iggpolicien, that he became man; and; took. _ 
upon him the ſinle(s frailtics. of man, and became ſo near'to vs ip'all. 
things, {io excepted... 1 And can;you- ſay it argues any marcimpetfecti-. 
on og Chriſts, part,; that. Gog ſhould. confirm his; Prieſthood, with an, 
Oath, than that an Angel from Heaven ſhould; be ſent to firengthen, 
him @ Luk 22. 43- 01that he ſhould pray with trongerying and tears, 
and pray whole nights.together, and be ignorant as: man when the day: 
of , Judgment is ? All theſe do argue that he was a man, and he.cauld 
not.be-2.man but he muſt needs have humane imperfections, but none, 
that are in the leaſt, Gnful, nor many of thoſe imperfeQions which be 
in us, and yet are not finful, neither, Had there been no ſin, naked- 
neſs and innocency had been the beſt Covering and Garment : It will, 
not therefore follow, that becauſe ;Jeſus Chriſt wore. Garments, that. 
he was not altogether innocent, Baptiſm and Circumciſion in the 
ordinary ſubjects and receivers, did betoken filthineſs and impurity ; 
but it will not thence follow, that Chriſt had any.impurity or fin be- 
cauſe he was Circumciſed and baptized. For: it:-was'his own volun- 
tary ſubmiſſion, io concurrence with his Fathers will, which made 
thoſe Commands at all requiſite and neceſſary to.him,, 

So concerning, this matter of ſwearing, the Lord might confirm his. 
CovSonne ty FRp t by Oath, and ny not. be, needleſs or ſpperfluous, 
nar yet, Chriſt be jinpetfeR, For the, addition of; an-Oath is but io the 
predicament or ſeries of, means, and Chriſt hereby as in other things, 
might be an example to us; of giving juſt cegard and efteem to all. 
means of Gods appgintment, and to ſtoop, our wiſdem to: the wiſ-, 
dom of God: Andt tke-Lard ſhall Gy.to.Chrift,' Ido make. thee the. 
Soveraiga Prieſt, an Saviou of. the world, ,and for excellency,tothee. 
and thy miniſtration, and, for, the, fulneſs and plerophory of .coofir., 
mation, 1 and. to teſtific my abundant love.to thee and delight in thee, 
and the verity and immutability of. my counſel, and-far thine.excec.. 
ding joy and ſuppors ip all thy ungertaken work, as alſo for the be... 
nefit gd ponſejatingo allthy Members the Heirs of Zromſe, I dp, 
eqn thy. Prigfthood by my Oath, and ſwear to thee; If the Lord. 
I ſay « thy <4 X 


$1, 2Þge- ft behoves, us to..thigk that this, is with good-reaſon, - 

and that an Oath may, be uſeful go certain cads and intents, where the 
party ſworn; ta is altogether ſpotleſs and. innocent, Jeſus Chriſt did 
=p BE 1.95 | - n . not 
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not think himſelF-£6-be” above any means of Gods appointment and 
inipoſition; - Wiſdow i juſtifird' of all her Children. And Chriſt-being 
the moſt abſolute/Patterti and Child of ' Wiſdom did weltapprove and 
juſtifie the Lord in adding an Oath, andthereby confirming to himhis 
Pricthood; and the glory thereon depending for ever. All which 
makes for: the uſe and reverence of sn Oath. | 'F 
Objelt. .Yome my ſay,” Ns : Seripture bath Suey 
worn, may we therefore ? Muy we make God or Example inall things; 
tk God iwadir thingi he doth # : | Ty | "1 0h 
Anſw." We are commanded in Scripture, Be.ye holy, for 1 ans bo- 
ly: ond, -Be ye perfelt as your heavenly Father is perfeft, We are not 
to imitate God in ſuch things as are incommunicable, and proper. to 
God alone, as'to make the world;z:to give Laws to the world; 'or-ta 
do things miraculous utterly above the power-of Nature: We-may 


, Fa 


not 'uſurÞ the' place and authority ofiGod,, and-attempt-td be-equal 
ith him in any thing. But in ſuch things as God doth-command 
Þo propoſe unto us to imitate him in, as in-the deteſtation an 
fhuoning of Vice, and in the'practice of Vertue, ſuch things we may 
and ol imitate God in, as in holineſs, uprightneſs, juſtice,” gaod- 
neſs, truth, equity, -innocency; 'and thelike, © Now: fwearing. is one 
of thoſe things in which we may imitate /God, and Geds practice 
herein is a warrant to us in weighty cafes'to. ſwear. For what is ſwear- 
ig in the fum'and upſhot of it, but appealiag to God and the erigas 
Ming of our credit, and the adventuring . of all we have vpon the vers 
y of what we affirm ?. The truth is/but-one, [A firmple affirmation or 
pation is the matter of an Oath, ' iÞ-grant:that w {1mple or naked af- 
ration and an Oath do differ :i/but iw:many things they agree, mes 
I & minus non variant ſpecitm; - For God tapromiſe only, - and for 
Wim to promiſe with an Oath, as: to:the thing promiſed both are the 
ime, as to the'promiſer both arc-the ſame, and- as to him to whom 
e promiſe is 'made./'! The truth: js but one ip both, - If the thing bg 
ſe or feigned, the Oath-cannot make it! trve or fincere; if it be true 
d real, it is ſo without the Oath; ' Both ſwearing and not ſwearing 
xend upon the Treditand veracity of the ſwearer. | 
You will grant-that I may and muſt -imitate God in ſaying- and af.. 
ning the truth; + And why may I not imitate God in confirming the 
/? An'Oath is nothing but the higheſt -confirmation- of truth by 
limony and appeal, You will allow me more than barely to affirm 
deny; you will attow' me to ſay, Verily, Surcly, Of a- truth, [ 
proteſt, 
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- fdegreEbe lawful, the addition of a fourth degree cannot be valawfal 


| ed or denyed is the thing which both fides ſtrive about, . Yau would ft 
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proteſt, and thelike ; all which are a degree of confirmation, Now, 
thew any ſubſtautial reaſon why it ſhould be lawful and a duty tocon, 
firm the truth 'in-a firſt-or ſecond degree, and ſimply;unlawful to con- 
firm it in a third or fourth degree. - R | 
We will ſuppoſe four degrees of confirming the truth. _ Suppoſe 
Verily to be one, Verily Verily twice faid tobe two degrees; I proteſt, 
or call Heaven and Eacth-to witneſs to be a confirmation in the third 
degree ;\ and an Qath te be the fourthand 'vtmaſk degree of all. . All 
do grant it lawful to uſe the firſt and the: ſecond. degree; moſt, if not 
all, hold it Iawfulto confirm the truth in the third, .and ſaving a very 
few, all think the fourth degree lawful. | » 20 
Now if confirmationin the laſt degree were ſimply ſinful, then alſo | 
the firſt and fecond: and third degree would be finfol, For,every Y * 
degree of fin, is fin ; 'and if-confirmation in the firſt, ſecond and third - 


in its owy nature. Accidents and adventitious reſpets may make i 
unlawful, but in, and of, it felf it is lawful. . -*. of 
kn teſtimony, or witncſs-bearing, the verity of the thing affirm. 2: 


know if there be ſuch a place, or ſtate; as Hell beyond this Life, 1 


rell you, ſaith God, that-there is. All that you would be ſatisfied ofſ .©: 
is the truth of this point, if indeed there be a Hell, - 1do aſſure ye Fa 
ſaith God, that there is, As verily as I am God there .is, 1 confirm} £4 
to you by all the truth that isin me. This is the ſum of ſwearing, « fea 
what is therein all this vicious and uowarrantable to imitate ? - his 
' Avg. 2. Tbring this Argumetit to prove it lawful to ſwear. The Ms 
fum of all Gods Laws is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with aj *rea 
thy heart and ſoul and ſtrength, and thy Neighbour as-thy ſelf: rode} ,Oat 
juftly, tolove mercy, and to: walk humbly with God, | Now it isg of « 
' againſt any of all theſe to fweary or-take an Oath, in- weighty caſe ſwea 
Let it be fhewn wherein I offend againſt God, mine. own ſoul; or mfſ+, 11 th: 
Neighbours, by fwearing 2 ' do honour God by religious {weariog]' 819m 
do not in the leaſt detract from his glory, -or contemn his arcribure} . 5s 


but I acknowledge and adore the'Name of God; neither do I woug 110g I 
mine own ſoul, .ordo any harm to my. Neighbours, 1tis no offes Þut th 
to God to'iconfirm the truth by a ſole mn-invacation of dig Name, aff *Monj 
appealing to him for the witneſs and confirmation of it, 1 ſhall maiff Preſe 

this more plain by the Sotlowing Argument. ending 


Arg. 3. The cuſtome of all Nations ever ſince the World beg} foret 
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the praftice of all Gods People and the Church of God to this very 
day doth prove that fwearing is lawful;-aed. of. God. ; I ſhall: ryn 
t the Old and New Teſtament, and confine my (elf to ther. 
We find Abram, the Father of the faithful, and the Friend of God, 
ſwearing, Gen, 14. 22. and ſwearing'to Abimelech, Gen. 21. 22, 23, 
24. and Mbimelech to him: they fware both of them, v. 314 And 
 henceit is plain that ſwearing was in uſe then, and great eſteeg was had 

of jt, and it was counted a ſacred end inviolable thing, becauſe-Ahime- 

lech and Phicol his chief Captain ſued unto Abrabaw for a League or Co- 
venant to be between them by Oath, as'a chief means of ſecurity-and 
confiding in one another. Abraham being in great care about a, Wife for 
his Son, makes his Servant to ſwear to him, and the Servant did (wear, 
Gen, 24. 2,3, 4, 5, 6,7, $,9.. By thisitappears that Abrobem had 
joftruted his Servants in the rightuſe of an Oath, Gen, 18:19, We 
find gotly Iſaak treading in the ſteps of his worthy Father, and at the 
inftance of Abimelech, with Abuzzath onc of his Friends, and Phicel his 
chief Captain, ſwearing to cach other, wich fcaſting and gladneſs, Gen. 
26, 26, 27, 28,29, 39, 31- We find godly 7acob treadiog in the 
ſteps of his worthy Progenitors, vowing a Vow, and — 
with the ſacred Cord of an Oath to God. Fora Vow is a promiſſory 
Oath to God, Gen. 28, 20, 21, 22. We find him and hisidolatrous 
Father-in Law and Unckle Laban making an Oath and Covenant to 
each other, Gen. 31.44, 45, 46, 47, &s. And Zacob: ſware by the 
fear of his Father Iſaak, v. 53. And when be came todye he; made 
his San 7oſeph to ſwear to him not to bury him in <£ gype, but 20-Garry 
his Corps into Canaan, Ger. 47. 29, 30, zi, We nndgodly A 
treading likewiſe in the ſteps of his worthy Fathers, 8nd taking. an 
Oath of his Brethren that they ſhould carry his Bones with them ont 
of £yypr, Gen. 50.24, 25. - By theſe four Inſtances.t-apprars thas 
MY fwearing was it uſe both with-Iolarers and true Worlhippers.of | God 
tn the firſt Ages of rhe Warld; muny- hundreds of yeary befdre: the 
Þ giving of the Law to Afſes at Mount Sine. ! - $0 * 
_. As touching Gods People aftertheir paſhng out of .E and dy- 
'ring their abodetn the Wilderneſs, there'is: ao queſtion .to- be mage 


al but that Oathsand/fweating lawful and/approved bf God were. in uſe: 


amongſt chemi.” For God himſelf, 'it is nor-deayed, commanded and 
preſcribed them Oaths; and in ſundry caſes enjoined/an- Oath for the 
ending of Controverſies. After their paſſage over Jordan, and bc- 


fore they had conquered any conſiderable part of Canaan, Joſhne nad 
the: 


£181) 


he Flders of 7frael bind themſelves by ao Oath-to the Gibeonires,. at 


'which'the' People/were-angry ;:but- having laid upon them ſolemn 
-Oathi, theydutftnorgo back; Zoſ.- 915,18, 19. And: the breach of 
this Oathin King Sau/'s time ſome hundreds of years after was pu- 
niſhed by God-with three years Famine, and the ſlaughter of ſeven of 
\Saxl's Sons, 2' $am.21, 1, 2, &c 6, &c, And before this we find a 
ſolemn Oath paſſed between the good Spices and Rabab for the ſaving 
of her-and her! Kindred, ſhe being-inſtant withthem to ſwear for her 


greater ſecurity; and they ſware to her, Foſ. 2. 12, &c. By this itis' 
plain what-eſteem was 'had of Oaths, and. in what uſe they were 


then. » The two Tribes and an half being ſuſpected of a great Crime 
of revolting from God in'building an Altar at ordan, they clear them- 
ſelvesby"a*kind' of: Oath, or ſolemn, Appeal to God, tof 22. 22,&c, 
Samſox, one of: the Lords Worthies, in jeopardy of his Life requiring 
of the Men of Fudeh an Oath that they would not fall upon him them. 
ſelves, Jadg. i5:12, We find Joſhua laying a Curſe or Adjuration 
-vpon the Man that ſhould build Zericho, Zofe 6. 26. and the execution 
of this Curſeupon Hel the Berhelire Jong afcer, 1 Kivg. 16. 34, . We 
read of David often, ſwearing, 1 Sam.-20. 3-and moſt notable is the 
Oath and'Covenant between him and 7onathan, both for matter and 
manner and ſolemnity, v. 12, &c. v. 16, 17, 42. They renew their 
"Covenant, 1 Sam, 23.18, Saul would needs have David ſwear to 
him, and he \ſware to him, 1 Sam.24. 21, 22. Another time ſwear- 


ing;or ſomething like it, and that lawfully, 1 Sam, 26, 16, and ſwear 


jog to'Babſhaba, Tt King. 1.13. and again upon his Death-bed ſwear. 
4920 herg:v/29, 38 Pf. 119. 106.: 1have ſworn and I will perform it, 
that 1 will keep thy righteous judgments,” And Pſ.132.2, 3,4, 5. He 
ſware unto the Lord and vowed unto the mighty -God of Zacob, Sure 
+' 1 will $of come unto mive;Houſe,;8&c. 1; Solomon in his Prayer to God at 
the-Dedicgiod of the: Temple ;prayes, ſaying, jif. any 147 rreſpaſi 
#2 ah Þhif Neighbor, wndian Oath be laid upon him tocauſe him to ſwear, 
and the Oath come before thine | Altar \in this. Houſe ; then bear thou in 
Heaven, 6c. 1-Ring. 85:31, 32. 12 Chr, 64!22,23; The poor familh 
<d and half-dead' Egyptianz:being in 4reaty With; David for his Life, 
wouldneedshave Davidto ſwear tolhim,ys Sem. 11d, £0.15... Notts 
ble is- the 'Mach. 4nd-Covenant of King ;£4/e and all the People with 
Him; «pprdvad:by the {ords Prophet, and.,the Lords Cuuotenance up- 
on them, *:They. entned 4nt0. 4, Covenant to. ſeck, the Lord God of theit 


Fathers with: all: their heart, and with all their ſoul; . and they ſwart 


| C47.) 

ts the Lird: with a loud voice, and with fronting, and, with. T'rum-« 
pets,” ani with Cornet: ; and: all Judah -rejexced :at:ithe Oath, for they 
bai ſworn with' al their heart, fonght him with their, whole dejire, 
arid be--was found 'of them, and tht Lord gave them rt#. round about, 
2/Chr. 15612, 13,/14, 15.: Thisis a moſt clear, Teſtimony for ſwear- 
ing inthe like cafe, The words of: good Gbadiah to. Elijah, As the 
Lord thy God liveth, there is no Nation or Kingdom, whither my Lord. 
hath not ſent 10 ſeth thee, \and when: they ſ4id; be'is not there, he took an 
Oath of the Nation and Kingdom,' that they knew him not, 1 Kinds. 18. 
10; Wereadof: Zoſiab and the people with him making a Covenant 
beforethe Lord, 2'Chy. 34: 315.32. + This was the ſame for ſubGance 
with:that of ,4s's forementioned.. -.The ſame we have Exxa 104 34.10» 
Nebmriabtoek'gn- Oath'vf the! people 'to. put away. their, cxaCtions." 
Alſo 7 ſhook." my Lap; und:faid; $0: God ſhakg out every Ian from bis, 
Houſe, and from his labour, that performeth not this gromiſe, even thus be 
be ſhaker ont and emptied,” Nehens. 5.12,1;. All the Lords people en- 
tred into a Curſc;and into an Oath, to walk in Gods Law, &c. Nekem. 
9. ;9, Neihew. IO. 29, i | 

[forbear tocite anymore Qld. Teſtament proofs under this Argue 
ment; © Iſhall come to 'the New Teſtament. And firſt we have our 
bleſſed Saviour. in the Book of oh# more than twenty times uſing the 
words,. erily Verily. 1 ſhall not contend that theſe are an Oath, And 
no:Man will:deny but they. are a great deal more than a bare vr ſim- 
pleaffirmation.” I have.before cited Pant in many places, cither ſwear- 
inp, as moſt think, /. or very near toſwearing, as all think, as when he 
faith, 7 calt God for'a record upon my Soul, As the truth of Chriſt 1 in me, 
Behold before God Tie nee. And for the praGtice of the New Teſtament 


- times it is beyond; aſt doubt that ſwearing was in uſe among the 7ews 


and/all-about them and' accounted lawful, Some take. it to he an ad- 
juration when Paul ſaith, 7 charge you by the Lord, that this Epiſtle. be 
rtatt: anth allithe bly Bratbren; 1-Theſſy, a. Soralfo 1 Time 5, 27. 
and 2"Tim. 4;'1. But moſt expreſly we have an holy Angel lifting up 
his hand to Heaven, and ſwearing by bin that liveth for ever and ever, 
Fdv. 1675, 6.: Compared: withi Dan. 12,7, And" for concluſion of 
this Argometiv levit be.noted what $t; Paul of whoever was: the Au- 
thdri'of the Hpiſtle:ror ths FZebrews, i 6; 16, ſaith, Xen vertly ſwear by 
the gitater,s he ſpeaks here: of ſwearing as in ordinagry and common 
ofe, both then anditrall ages of the World ; and he doth not tax itof 


"WT any vice'0r'harm, 'but mentioos.it as an allowable practice, no M3g 


* qu:ſtion: 


_ 


ſwear the Lord livnth, iniuth, in j 
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confirmation and the ending'of firife; . and ſo God himfelf that he 
might give to his people fulleſt grounds of conſolation, confirmed his 
Promiſe by an Oath. By gall which it is evident that at all times and 
in all places by good and choiceſt Men, ſwearing hath been in uſe, and 
accounted moſt ſacred, and the praCtice thereof in weighty caſcs nce 
ver queſtioned. 


(queſtiooigit; «d ſhewing the End and Inſtitution of an Oath; ta be 
or 


Are. 4. The Spirit of God in Scri doth approve of ſwearing, 
as Ya 1 


. 4. It is one note of a Citizen of Heaven, be /iweareth to 
hos, and changeth not. Pf. 63. 11. The King ſtall rejoice in 


his own 
glory. Jer. 4. 2. Thos ſhalt 


God, every one that ſweareth by him 


Nations ſhall bleſs themſelves in bim,and in bim ſhall they glory. And ſo evie 
deat is foe dex's Teſtimony to the Oaths and ſwearing of the Saints 
formentioned, that it cannot be denyed : As that of Abraham, 1ſacch, 
2acob and Zoſeph, Devid in the Book of Pſalws,when he ſware to Sqal, 


and to Fathſbebs, and the Oath between him and Jenather,” the Oath 


of King 4/a and his People, Ezra, and Nebemigh, and the Angel in 
Rev. all thefe have the ſtamp of the Spirits approbation upon them, 
and nothing of blot or impurity is charged on them, nor can be as to 
the matter of ſwearing, And we're commanded to be followers and 
imitators of the Saints, that is, in good and harmleſs ations, Heb. 6. 


12, And Saint Pexl ſaith, Thoſe things which ye have beth learned and : 


received, and heard and ſeen in mo, do; and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
you, Phil, 4. g. And it cannot be gainſaid that Saint Paw!'s ſpecches 
ſome of them, are either Oaths, or ſo near to ſwearing, that it is hard 
to ſay what difference there is between an Oath and them. And the 
ſtamp of God's approbation'is upon them, and they are part of Scrip- 
ture,and commended to the Saints and Churches for laudable and god- 
ly imitation. | | | | 


ter of Oaths. If it be wholly finful totakean Oath, thea there-is no- 
ſuch ſin as perjury and being forſworn, But perjury remains a fin to- 
this day, and one of the moſt horrid fins, againft the light of*Nature, 
a moſt Conſcience-waſting in, 1 Tim. . 9, 10. The Law'is made for 
perjured Perſons. As there is a difference between a ſimple promiſe, 
or affirmation, Yea and Nay, and an Oath ; ſo-there is a difference 
between lying and perjury, Every promiſe or sffirmation is not an 
Oath; but every Oath is an affirmation or negation, aſſertory - pro- 

miſſory, 


and in righteouſneſs, and the + 


— Ag. 5, ſhall offer this Argument ogaiaſt Quakerifn io the mat: . 


: C19] | 
miſſory, and more x And by ana every Falſe Oath is alye, but 
| _— not perjury or a falſe oa. The Holy Ghoſt doth diſtin- 
guiſh them, Prov. 6. 16, 17,18, 19. | and 1 Tiw. 1.10. Ceteris pa- 
ribus, perry egos ſin than ſimple lying. Every Mans Conſci- 
ence will aſſent to that. Ferjury is accoufited a moſt hainovs fin by all 
Menkind. Scripture is full of Inſtances of God's vengeance upon 
perjured Perſons. Seldome do ſuch Perfons go vnpuniſhed in this 
Life, Read Gods terrible Curſe againſt ſuch, Zerh. 5. 1, 2, z, 4. 
Mal. 3+ 5; And God's puniſhment upon the King of 7adab for break- 
ing Oath and Covenant with the King of Babylon, Exch, 17.13, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, &c. compar'd with 2 King, 24.20. And God's pu- 
niſhment upon feel in King David's time with three years Famine, 
forementioned, for breaking Oath with the Gibeonites, it being an 
Oath lying upon all the Nation from 7oſhuab's time. King Herod had 
fuch reverence of-an Oath, that rather than break it he would, and 
did, murther Jobs the Baptiſt. 

I cannot ſec how this Argument can be avoided. For, as if there be 
no truth-ſpeaking, there cag be no lying : ſo if there be no oathing or 
ſwearing, there can be no forſwearing, or falſe-ſwearing. © Reftum eff 
index ſus & obliqus : A crooked Line doth ſuppoſe and denote thar 
there is a ſtraight Line, from which the crooked is a defleQion, or eiſc 
it could not be known. Sin is nothing but a ſwerving from the Rule, 
or a tranſgreſſion of the Law. Now we are certain that there is ſuch a 
finas Perjuty diſtinQ from all other fins,” 1 would know what Law or 

* Rule Pergury or falſe-ſwearing is a breach of ? The Ninth Command- 
- medtis, alt not bear falſe Witneſi. And another Command- 
ment is, Thow ſhale not forſwear thy ſelf, Theſe are Prohibitions. Now 
every Prohibition, is a Law, and every Law is the Law-makers Will 
dppointing and commanding what to be done, and what not tobe 
done; and whetherſoever be named, both are included. When the 
Law faith, Thou ſhalt not forfwear thy (elf, there is included of ne- 
ceſſity this Precept, Thou ſhalt at all times, when thou ſweareft, ſwear 
the very truth, He that forbiddeth Drunkenneſs, commandeth $So- 
briety. He that forbjddeth Adultery, commandeth Chaftity, If 
there be tio Vice, -there is no Vertve. For Vice is nothing elfe but a 
contrariety to Vertue, as Sin is to Duty, Itis true, 1 grant, that if 
there be no perjury there may yetremain lyifg. But there is beſides 
lying, ſuch a Sin as perjury, whoſe definition is diverſe from that of 
Jying; whoſe malignity and guilt is far more hainovs, whoſe puniſh- 
D 2 mene 


- 
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rent is greater; and every Mans Conſcieoec that isnot-:quite void of, 


feeling doth\dread perjury far: morec'!s! £15 vs 


This hall Tyffice far. poſitive; proof.'; 1 ſhall makesþe Point.more, - 


clear by inyahdating.the contrary. proofs and xeaſons-8s 1 find thera. 
largely ſet down in a- pompous -Freatiſe; of Oaths, ſubſcribed by., zz, 
p:incipsl Qu:kers, and compoſed by William Pen and, Richard | Rys 
chardſon,; preſcnied to the King .and Parlamenty and Primeg- 1675, 
I. (hell not think my ſelf: boupd to-anſwer;ta every word there ſaid, 
nor to tranſcribe their.words and arguments-at large. |, Iſhall do their 
Cauſe right, and not conceal one jot that I know is of any force againſt 
oath-taking. and ſwearing. . This Tregtiſe conſiſts of ten diſtinct Rea- 
ſons, and abundance of Citations and ANegations out of ancient and 
modern. Writers of all ſorts, for which reaſon I count is a. pompous 

reatiſe, as being ſet off with-a great many names, ' and making; a fair 

ouriſh. 1” muſt acquaint the Reader, that there are many Fathers 
cited in that Treatiſe of great name and eminency in the Ghurch of 
God, whoſe learning-and holineſs none doth queſtion ; but whether 
the Citations be true or not 1-am not. able to examine, wanting the, 
Authors themſelves, and not-able to furniſh my ſelf with them. - And. 
I am loth. to, overload this ſmall defence ; of. Oaths, being-under. ne» 


ceflity to be as brief as I can; and, it is Scripture and Reaſpn which, 


doth moſt weigh with me, and the beſt- weapons of defence. that T, 
have : and therefore ſaving all dye reverence, to all ſuch names, as. be 
of note and eminency in that Treatiſe, 1 ſhall ſay nothing to the-Argy- 
-meat from Authority,- though ag.ſmall,as my, reading is, and as poor. 
as my, Library,is, apd it4is the. leaſt ;aod lowelt, of all Mr. Bexter's 
threeſorts ſet down in his Chriſtian. Direfory, 1. could make a ſhift.to. 
furniſh ſome Pages Bb Aueherl0r. aps Citations, both, out of Chris 
ſian-and Pagan , WMers,. in defence, pf.,Oaths and ſwearing, in ſuch 
caſes.a5 hath been accuſtomed by the People of God inal Ages of the 
World. .-But the ſubſtance and ſigews of the Book, lies-within -the 
ten. Reafons againſt oath-taking. » Qne: of. the ten, Reaforls is. only 
againſt the particular form of fwearing uſed by, us in England, L will 
forbear to ſpeak of that, Of all. the other nine Reaſons, there is bug; 
one that is of avy weight, but what will make agaioſ; ſwearing at, 
WIPE as ar ook under the. Goſpel. ....:.7 ., v4 


" 


heit firſt Reſon againſt Oaths..is.from the Zavle, and, grounds. of 


Oaths, which, ſay they; is perfidipuſneſs,” diltruſt, and falſiogd ; theſe: 
brought in ſwearing. Theſe: being gone there will-ceed: no. Oaths, 
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Ceſſante' ydttot# Hegigy 6:ſſar- lex 25 Dhcy preſume; thet none will denyyr 
and rake i fon gepntel »rhateſ yon ypares ys ought 
to:ga 6ur, wich perfidiouſnets,' 1; Quazerced are 4hat-they hate, 
lyiigas/much: as perjuryz- oor *ar ” more. tell an uniruth; than fore, 
ſcar themſelves, Oath3gp. 13 12713 1 
FotAnſper. to:this,| iheq chit Raabep.deegly; - akes-againſt the 
Quakers dnyatof/Ouths, vx: ae! inc207ly makeycagain. all the 
Qathithar: cyerl taverbeeri.lh the: &:berh.,by Gog-and\Man. It. 
the: Reaſons: of an!Oath be perpetual, Gage;the fall, as, much now as! 
_ wah we may.retort.their own avords uponthem, the reaſon of. 

being permanent and :Continuing,. the Law; for ſwearing is, 
gill Mia fcks hatſvever was.2 juſk ground and.rpaſan of wearing,. 
the fames at "this day::  An/Qath ever way, 498 {9; remains for confire. 
nation; anda mong Meo:ſerves fotthecodivg of allſtzife, This xca-. 
fon-of an-Oathis Kull on foot: if it was lawful-ty ſwear anciently up-- 
on theſe grounds, why-not how ? |; - - 

Why cid God himfeif fweat to. Jeſus; Ghvid, to Noah, and all the 
Worldneyer to deſtroy'it/by Water: again 3» to Abrabam,; to David, 
to Saints and Sinners up and down the$Scripture? Why did all the, 
forementioded godly; Perfons in the Old Teſtament, and Paul and the 
boly' Angel ſwear in the New ? Was: petfidjouſneſs, 'and diſtruſt, the; 
cauſe Þ Enther itwos: aJuſt ground of ſwearing or not: if it was, then 
therebemg the like diftruſt in the World. as: was then, ſwearing is, as: 
lwfulnow.-agithen z ifit was'inot a juſt cavſe; then God. himſelf ang, 
the; holy Angel and all.thechoiceſt Saints 1 Netwe Gig evilin ſwear, 
ing and bringing in Oaths cauſeleſly, .; .- 

(Their/ſeeond 'Reaſon is rhuchwhat the ſame with, this, and: partly 
HY kanvuponit. We dare not ſwear, ſay:the Quakers, becauſe we dare 
veelye; 1: For us to-fwearis to do a-.neediek; thing, or to ſyſpeft our, 
own tioneſty.,/; The former i is to take Gods Name in vain,..the latgr.is; 
wiiſtruſt our ſelves; -which: wt bave.no:reaſon to. doz: - Should we: 
JE frear: we ſhould ſobjeCtthe- truth. to Mens hymours; and no diffe- 
rence would appear between honeſty and perfiiouſneſs,: p, 1 3, 14. 
ioMay Invt in Anſwer hereto: ask;.the Quakers; Are: [yop holier than, 
God? are ydizthore £o.be crdſted thantheLord?'- Oxare you more 
t-than: Abnelnews; fend: 21/axck 3:2n9 (Rerohs 90d Feſeplt?; arc you 
neperfectchod David andifondther; 404 ;þ2:choicelt Saints of God 
In Scripture * Doth not this. your 'Rgaſan charge either God or you, 
noſt deeply:2 You ſay'you'dare not: [wear becauſe you dare not lye. 
Might. 
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9, * Oaths have loſt their ancient force, We. would-prove to 
ſo falfe an Age that there is a People who gre fo far from vain and falſe 
ſwearing, that they dare not ſwear the truth, but their Tea and Ngy 
ſhall out-weigh other Mens Oaths, and that with a free offer of ſu- 
ſtaining e puniſhment, in caſe of miſcarriage, This only Rea- 
fon oy they, were we deftitute'of all ether allegatians would be a 
ſtrong iſwaſive from ſwearing, p. 15,16, | 

\ You do-well ts have good conceuts of your felyes, and cenſure 
others. Ttis the Hypoerites mark tocſpye a Mate in anothers Eye, 
and not perceive a Beam in his own. 'But why have Oaths loſt their 
ancient force ? Are there no honeſt People in all the-World but Qua- 
kers ? If there be any, iy mary ray an'Qath have an-awe ypqn them ? 
but if none. be honcft but 'Qyakers, 'why may not an Oarh have an 
awfuf influence upon you'?: You'grant that at the firſt inffitution 
Oaths had a great awe <, wo Meas Confciences : If then Mens Con- 
ſciences, yovrg;or-others, be good and tender, by your own conceli.- 
ons ſwearing cannot buthave a mighty awe ypon you and them. But 

& fo far from” vain and falſe ſwetring,thet you dare not ſwear: 
nd this you accaynt your peaiſeiand perfeftionaboveall others. 
then did Godfwew # why'did he command ſyearing of 91d? 
his Angels ſwear, and his holieſt Sqints?Tf yon eragerny vs, will 

that. all theſe were debauched; and hed no reverence of 
Oath #yſe ther© is great exceſs in Meat and Driak, will y 
efore, to cure the Makidyof' the times, hays all/People otterly fo 
yibe all eating and drinking Þ 'Yeeavfe there is great exceſs in Ap- 

parel, vill yo ee us allito po naked?” But [this is- an ald. trick of 
if Satan's to cry down God's Holiocſs'and: Rujcs,, ag- not holy and 

fait eagle : HT « ballgeth and uot of our an, 
& fen iter than C when indeed it is bus: the inventio 
KA fleſhly 'mind, we | ria 


a device-of' Saton fro 
f into an Angel of Light, ' under pretence of zealand holineſs, bring- 
idg in ſenſuality and roars 
yo 


pf ing in ſenfua nkith Righteouſneſs. - We de- 
if fire all People to take warning by your falls,” You arg far gone which 
; at this rate. | | % 


cir fifch Reaſon is from God's Omnipreſence}” This, they ſay, 
w eightly underſtood, makes againſt ſweaing;! p,/26; 15 |, 11 


. 


"Rad you faid againſt vain 8nd' falle. ſwearing; it! had. been 8: good 
A Argument. Byt Sis Revſon goth equaſty:hbliagaiaft all ſwearing at 
{Jany time, and ſo you run into- all the forementioned. evils, You 


charge 


charge Gol hitn _.... he 44mou 
? $ recor: 
Bip ir Seriptoee a Go vob rin yr ks 'omnipreſens{1and this cr 
Reaſon for Fweiting # foriherby: we upped: th Goll 85. preſent: 
ſeeing v ey wy dkiowibgalourſecets.! cc; , 
Their fixthReafon ogainffOathib:is That Gbd.doth not concurr 
Onths 3 if the 'fwearer"ſweer falſhGud:dothanotgoavince/others,b 
his Nees, pe upon the porjirgd pareyniiandifrhe Var cruly, Go 
doth Hor'd) ht oe on his Loo rig countenante,:ſirch,as tho part 
Forhis HuET eſtitiony Uoſetve eamifeſt, any; liking -pf the Oath 
Ai evidentlign) Tay they{ that Sy approvcth thoot oa ſuch Qat 
my ne Bl bdghy 1951 Rant on 519 
by dey fern 5; os grant thasif God did ances af 
Hef ng £9 vpright fivearing; and rye © baGapi Y 
e'dthers, ent weaned 


eos ff all lin; 'andirherovanier 

teach o tow t6 reward and) 

agdinft ſwearing, ; becauſe God fvth (engdtv urn and þ Ts $7 
xvety per red | [peta wighrfudden) Gene feet % op 
= #griett 'as hey adyknig and Sapphire 7... 0n,thas he 
he 


accept and idpprove-uprigtibſwtaring; beqauſs he:doch 
fare” everit(rd) Cong, eſti F jr 
hay beer od our gteat-Prihcigle:of the Light wi | 
0 by, nvincerh) of lf fn andduty?: : Svppvle a.perjured. perfbl 1 
orien this World; -and-fuch ab ſeat truly proſper. agt-outwartY- 
; "\AlFyod therefete inferrithae fierj rr godly 4 y Varig 
TwoithighttjeRef of 'God I Wie ire tobeliftye. mace: yet ic 
iAnd weareſirtand tefrtalnthat God Will xeyenge, all alſe Oxi. as 
reward all Tich'as Wear uprightly.  Thisfs certain as if Is ned 1 
Taithis the ptr 5m. rr ſeen... anay.1 ron ee 
7p Your ſelves 17 this” Srcaingimullneciabs, Rec CN | 
hath nevertoch rugrrarl ht es 
V ſwedring bel; 5r hy'2:n.r35 4h 2 
'G\16,-193 Py g/37 fg $c me 063 11-4 ro, 6-16, 17, 18, Tg 
Pro.-19. 51.9. Pro. 21. 28, If fin bethe greateſt TAIT (2p 
Sn rear Biſhneot 31G nd @@nfequently,ſhould.God forbear to £ 
viſh a perjured perſon in this: Lifer Tatabertban by his, or 'þ 
Rv ovl jftk 


poſt bedd?remwrte'sf.his! Tonſtiigey 5 w 
"aq Ne fb fr -eochlrgſef dirgftlf 20 have efroped all pyniſhment, _ Sill cafe 
a gt ok human the Cann, and, Hel after .all,, wh and 
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IS £553. | 
think Fou-bythis puniſunent ? pd on othevfide; vn 
| dickek t ſweater 3.45 it nd tewnrd af nh bi 
bei to havetruth jn the inward pauts uh gs God, thou vogh 
| others do.not? A good Conſcience now, and" Heaven after all; is: 
reward of all. ſuch as. {wear in uprightnes. + If God {San all-Per= 
vole ſure to bteſs all upright fwearing. Deay itaf you can, 
uy; do:yourbeſt-toevade:this Argutyent, - Go to any.forſworn Per- 
fon in-all Mithe World, and ask hinyif.he- donat;repept. him,of his Sig, 
and haye not ſomething of-God's condemning ſentence already upon 
hisSovl, and isconvicted by his own Conſcience, and would fain get 
looſe from his Conſcience, if he copld, /; Is not this a proof that God 
is the detcſteri and{revenger. of- all perjury ?.,; If, is be;notto, others, 
Joubtlek it is to-him, ;and an unaoſwerable-Argument for Oaths; for 
| by this, as by: a'Seal or PilPabieoLabiaaey. ad and moſt convincing to 
18 the Conſcience, God doth give witoe(s for bimſelf that he cannot en- 
gquee falſe Oarhs.3 andif he cannot endure falſe, Oaths, will it not fol- 
- bow that he highly loveth true Oaths, and will never fail to bleſs all 
ſuch? Five'Sins, faith a gouly Divine of, our own, do very, rarely go 
umputilbed dung this Life, but ſooper qr later God's vengeance doth 
them; Murder, pg God's Peophe, Sacriledge, Per-! 
ry, and Rebiliion again won If we had, no Scripture, there 
T1 reat.deal in the” Providenee, of/God, and-in,.the Conſciences of 
the/World, to-prove the lawfuloefs.0f,av; Qarh and-ſwearing, and 
the-greatnieſs of che ſin of Perjurys ,vengeance which hangs 
vl aver all-forſworn Perſons, eyour own, Reaſons and. Arguments arc 
. Fruth's beft Wea porwageinſt ur-ſelf and your Cauſe. 
F+ / Their ſeventh. Reaſon againft:Oaths is, That; it- is a preſumptuous 
emptingof God to ſurnmon: him as a - ityeſs, not .only to' our 
han trivial buſineſey, too low for. an earthly Prince to attend. . 
\ 17» 1t is vain and ipfolent to; thiok that Maa, when he pleaſe;h can 
if. make: the great God a:Witneſs or a' Judge-in any-.matter, to;appear 
$f by ſomefignal approbation in judgment,” to help or forſake him, as the 
& truth or falſeneſs of his Oath requires, when he ſaith, So belp we Gods 
* Anſw.. We rejeQ all-vain and uſeleſs, as well as falſe, Oaths. , We 


d no Oaths, but ſuch ag be- neceſary pr Jn pre. fc x: tuck as: God 
Scxipture-Laws-gnciently allowed the, 


vicelt Saints.in Scripture have prat}i d; tho yan conn weighty 
caſes having like-Reaſons. . God is preſen pple par we think 
\ ſay and do; andwgcaongt 70 we. would cxcl ode meer, him 
from 
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| [263 ” Y 
e ſupreſne' and Witneſs of alt our wayes. Whew: 
&; we do a A witneſs. wes. invoke. 
Nie, vnd atceſt his troth « 1ce, and appeal to his all-ſces 
- ing and moſt righteous Eye. If this be 10 ſummon God as wirne, 
we yield it, ard defend it to be lawful and godly. and far from temps 
ting God,-or doing affront to his Highneſs. For we doit with religi- 
ous regulated fear, Eccl. 9. 2 This Reaſon makes as much again 
ſcaring before Chrilt's time as fidce, and both alike. - When we 
ſuy,'So be/p-me God; 'we do nottye or 'litnit God to appear by any 
 Ggnal ' 7 0 ms in judgmetit for g1anifeftation of the Oath whether 
true or falſe; if true, forthwith to rEward it ; if falſe, to revenge if by 
fone Pon way., Conſcience vader God is Gods greas. 


Witneſs, Judge, Rewarder, and Formientor. The greateſt rewards' 
and puniſhments are reſerved to anothet* World. Chriſtians know 
and believe this. God is free to reward or puniſh as he ſces meet: 
bot it cannot be, that for every Sin God preſcatly ſmite the Sig- 
ner, no nor for eve ſs Sio, with-preſent death, or ſomeſuch great! 
mayer He if he would, ' Wedeferveit. -But his. wif 
and clemency will not, and ſhould it be, the World would ſoon, 
beatan end, many If thoſe that now beja Heaven would have been. 
ia Hell, and much of Gods glory would have been obſcured. Itis 
ſufficient that all, ſooner or later, ſhall have according to their doingy, | 
and that ſome be made Examples for warning to- the reftz and that? 
God do' fometimes goout of hiscommon and ordinary Road in more/ 
conſpicuous and ftrange and extraordinary metcies and judgments, 
rewards ard puniſhments, for the better guard and ſecurity of his. 
Laws, the preventing of fin, the awakening and ſtartling of the dull - 
and fluggiſh and ſecure, the preſervation of his ordinary works in. 
eſteem, the encouragement of the Saints, and the admiration and' 
praiſe of his glorious and dreadful name, by all and in all. 
"Theeighth Reaſon is not-againſt ſwearing it ſelf, but againſt oue- 
form.and cuſtome of ſwearing, by 8 Book, laying on of the hand,. 

kiſhog it, &e. p. 18. This Iſhall paſs by. | Ws #5: 
The ninth Reafon is the only ſeeming weighty Reaſon. Were the JN 
Oath the moſt inoffenſively-form'd,” we have both the Example and: 
Precept of 0ur-Lord/atid Saviour Jeſus Chriſt againſt ſwearing, ne-/ 
ver that wereid of uſſng/any forchet aſſcverationthan what in Engliſh 
amounts to Verily, Verily;” truly trmly, Mat. 5. 33, 344 35, 36, 37+ 
Pag. 19, Chriſt; ſay the Quakers, gave forth 'more excellent Pre- 
| __” Cepts. 


STEFSSSSER20Q=tc; 2Buripet rewpsnnng. 7 


TarJ 

cepts than thoſe unde derthe Law, ad that the yy were permit- 

fwearing in as were permitted divorce, for 

oe of their hearts, and that Chrilt took away the liberty of 

divorce ſaving in caſe of Fornication ; but dig utterly take away all 

ſwearing, becauſe it was of evil. And they cite Biſhop Sanderſon de 

| Jar aw. p- 141, That it was not needful that Chriſt thould forbid what 

was forbidden ia it ſelf, or was alwaysunlawful ; which 'vain ſwear- 
andis, by by the third Commandmen 19, 20. - 

ah Fey Jay they ,makes thoſe Oaths unlawful now ; which were lawful 

ynder the Law,and expoungds himſelf, 442.23. And they alledge 7am. 

. 5- as concurrent herewith, p, 21, 22. "Buttheir main Reaſon agaiof all 
fwearing, they ſay, is from thoſe words of Chriſt, Lee your yea, bezea; 
gud your 149, nay; fer wharſeever is wort than theſrcemerh of evil, p. 23. 
___ = infer that every Oath being more than yea, and nay, co». 
meth of evil. * 

Yea, and nay, ſay they, cannot be intended of juſt che ſame words, 
and no more, nor no other; provided they are not of a higher ſtrain, 

' but of the ſame degree of ſpeech, importing a aſſertion or deny- 
dof a thing. Y er Say they, ſuch is. the advance from Afeſes to 

__ Jew to coop re rupture _ a Pao ports 

{6 his'lye is er the: Zews. perjury ; becauſe his yes- and nay 

ought whe ofa value than the Zews Oath. . And p. 1 h God diſ- 

peniſed with ſwearing by his Name to his People of //-ae/, that he 

7 pon them off f from ſwearing by falſe Gods. So that ſwearing is 
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ter than Idolatey. And p. 151, What God diſpenſed with 
the Law he refalers to remove under the-Goſpel, and to wind 
ypthings to a bigher pitch of truth; and righteouſneſs, from Adultery 
ihe aft, to Adultery in the thought; from: revenge, to ſuſferance ; 
from true ſwearing to no ſwearing at all. This is Achillez, and 
this photy acces containing in it Chriſt's words, and Zawes's, which 
|} fermingly forbid all ſwearing /is the only thing of weight that i know 
"| can be 8lledged againſt ſwearing. 
RY For anſwer hereto let us, 1. poſe theſe words nat writ 
and made known, and that the Goſpel had neither Chriſt's,nor J«mes's 
words; then ſure Quakers, and all, would allow Oaths to be lawful. 
{0 It will then follow, that to all ſuch a5 theſe words have not come, nor 
tional means afforded for the ENT Huey them, to all ſach ſwear» 
ing islawſul. 

2. That it is not Chriſt's intent, nor Zawees, to prohibit all ſwears 
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| [28] I 
jog 1ſhalt evidence by theſe Reaſons.'/ 1, Gredt-caution-is tobeuſed/ 
m tht- expovading iof Scripture. |: God' forbid ve ſhould -wrong any 
honeſt Mans'wards; undrdke them'ina wrong ſenſes how much more 
the Word of God-and Jeſus Chriſt} fincealſo the:dangeris fo: great, 
and a hegvy” Curſe is pronounced againfball that ſhall add to, or take 
from, the words of God.and Chriſt ſet down in Scripture. - Wards do 
but exprefs/the-Speakers'raind. Therefore: 4n, expounding Scripture 
we are t0.d0-0ur befttoſifoout:whatimightbethe true meaning of the 
Eordbytheſewords.9: Chriſt faith; 7am the »Dbor of the Shetp, 1 un 
the Vine and my Father inthe Huulnind-man'; wewill not therefore ſa 
that Chrift is licerally a Dodr,a Vine; , Chrift ſaith tn this fifth of 
If thy right eye offend thee pluck.st .out + | if thy right hand offend thee cat 
3t off. Shall we therefoxe every time we offend with oureye and bang, 
pluck out the one and.cut- off: the. other ; ſuppoſing we could do; ſoy 
which can be but once ſo done? Mortifie thy luſt,and ſPare thy eye and 
hand, ſave ina caſe of extraordinary and: moſt rare necedſity ſeldoime 
or never falling out. So Chriſt might ſay, Swear not at al, and yet not 
intend the abrogatian of all Oaths. He faith elſe-where, Give to hini 
that aheth thee, and from him that would borrow tirn zot thou away. Ve 
may | not give to'every*one that asketh me': be:imay ask what I have 
not, he. may ask an unreaſonable requeſt : :nor am 1 bound tortend t9 
all that would borrow. .- Conſciefice and diſcretion-Forbid it in many 
caſes, Weare therefore not to wreſt our Saviour'smeaning;” { | «if, 
-: 2, That which the Quakers take; bold of in Chriſt's words.a9, mgh 


king moſtagainſtall ſwearing, ingmy apprebenſion - makesmoſtly for if 
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alt doe andsreguargodly ſwemingo: Zr50i? yea, buged 3 a1d.jom 

nay; hay ; for hatſoraer iermord chat rheſe, cteerb of evi.” (VWy;hanceic Ts 
fexms plain that Chriſt:doth.nat arc hey Darn ds evil and&/vn YÞ 00 
lawful; which was-not ſo before his ſpeaking of. thoſe words.z.,aud that F / pr 
te'doth. not ſo much conſtituted'new: Law not in force: before, but Y © tai 
goth:expotmd the old, 2 Addyeb admittiog Chriſt is thibcafe'to-malke Þ O' 
nonew duty nor conſtitute no new ſing” but td givea tive Expoſition  - the 
of the Eawalready:Sxtant:andjnforce ; ,yet miay Chriſt's Expoſition Ck 
be:counted for a. Lawz:though 'that Law might be ia force. befyze © Evi 


For Chriſt is both-God.and Man,,' and heis not a bare Expoſitor ai 
the Law, butaLaw:makeratf6:z and: the words as .coting from;his* tha 


_ Awuth are cy 9 622 might be.thic fanit: Law. generally ing, 
nin 


or expreſly, writte cripture, 6r contained in Nature, already andy - Yer 
lopg»before.vn toogtio ther World: 1: 70k 27, 8, 7 write no "_ 4 rt 
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EE: Agdin, a new 'Copmandment. 
rds may be oth ah Expoſitton and a Law; alfothey may be a new 
bond, 3 and þ but the Law which was old, and from the, beginning, 
ubliſhed by him. An'd' we /cannot conſtrue the meaning of 
| Chri tobe any other without unfofferable miſchiefs te follow. - 


1. 1f Chriſt forbid all Oaths, as evik, and declare and pronounce all, 
Oaths to come from evil; then I do not ſee how he himſelf can eſcape- 


deing judged of evil. For Chrift is God, aid the: Old Teſtament 


Oaths are; and ſo Chriſt condemns hiniſelf, and all the Trigity, of 
evil. For, every Perſon in the Trinity is God. We muſt never ad- 
mit thar Conſtrution which maketh God himſelf the moſt offending, 
Party, who hath both fwornhimfelf frequently, and lohg before e-; 
ſors time taught his Saints and worſhippers / che nature, uſe, and con- 
yeniency of an Oath; and to this day-hath born ceſtimony: aud. ap- 
tion to all juſt and upright ſwearing}, and deteſted, and. reven- 
| ged d all. perjury. 
$$. With dave ſay, or will expand, the Oaths!of Abraham, Iſaac, 
ob, and Joſrpbbefore the Law; to be evil, and cone from:evil? .by 
at Reaſon; or Ew, Will they judge them [to, be evil?; There , was 
:then no written Law. The Liw, or Light, of. Nature ſan@fed and 
#tnde holy did not ther, 'nor doth how; judge: them to. be evil; inox 
#ſachan) godly Mw ſo- judge. * - Whocwill fay thatithe Oath of King 
2 arid ths jg app performed 'with «ll cheir heart, 'an'd with great joy, 
$6 tel fy approbation- .6nd/good liking of/it,was evil? 2 Chr: 
fe. 12, T3; he 15 The ſurhe Ty of the Oaths:of : Nebemsab, Ezra, 
"and thetdturned aptives; as alſo the Angel, Dan.12. and: the ex- 
eſs Oath of the _ el, Rev, 10, ! long after Chriſt's words: Ger 


"tainly heſhoold: wrong- Chriſt's words, that ſhould -ſay theſe 
\Oaths art +00 © faine alfo/[may-{3y of the Oath, between Zore- 
than and *David rd the" Oath meationed BF. rig. ,and Pf- 142 


Chrift rel nbd Fry never 'meant toicondemn. all theſe Oaths-as 

. evit, and ſo to, abrogote theni.. | 
3. If we ſhall take Chriſt's words uttetly to forbid every thing more 
"than \ ik nd nay, *ard above bare -an@ Ample: athrming and deny- 
ing, then Chrift himfelf is condemned for meationing fo aften-Feri/y, 
Veridg:; th9 Pail'is condemned fot ſaying; / proteft, and: I call God for 
« rtvord upon wy Soul, and as the ad of Chriſt i; in me; and, many 
more 
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Comment we js but an d1d Commandment which je bai frow the ' 
1 write wits y0us; Chrilt's: 


abounds with Oaths of God; and if al} Oaths-be evil, then God's, 


TAS - +. 
eral, a ab ry ors 

as £0 1ay,. S | ne, Foritis WW - 
Arafat agrvy pe: 166 42 are more than bare. ; 
ing or denyal. . if you will have every: 


yea and nay, or a | 
thing finful which is above ſimple yeaeing and nay-ing, then the m 
U 


and harmleſs Phraſes being. a ſtep or degree above yea and nay in + 


confirmation cannot be uſed : and ſo Quakers themſelves will be found 
as guilty as any | | 70 

Obj. What needed Chriſt to forbid that which was forbidden befere, 
and to command that which was commanded before ? 

Anſw. i. What was forbidden gnd what was commanded, or 
what was fin and duty before, might not be ſo clearly expreſſed, fo 
plainly delivered, and rapes in ſo many words, and it might 

be requiſite to have the thing plainly expreſſed. | 
 -2. The Doctrine of Oaths might be much corrupted,and he might 
_ reformit/from all the errours and corrupt traditions of the Scribes and 

ry a and others; and ſo much the Goſpel ſeems to intimzte and 
old forth, | | | 

3: It is no unuſual thing for Scripture to write and repegg the ſgme. 
things, commands, dutics, errours, fins, over and over again. vo 

4. Why may you not by the ſame. 


was it therefore vuſcleſs to have written Laws and Traditions ? 


5- 'There might be grofs diſorders and cerruptions in Mens Lives: 


in the matter of ſwearing, and Chriſt might ſec it good co. expreſs 
himfelf thus agaiaſt ſwearing, to reform the evil Oaths and Cuftomes 
of ſwearing which might then abound. Vain and prophane ſwear» 
ing is but too common a {in in all places at all times, -- 


* 6, Chriſt himſelf was the great Light of the World, the great Pro: 
phet and Teacher ſent from God ; who was to be Law-giver and San. 


viour to the World, Superiour to Aſoſesand all that went before him, 
and Maſter and King to all that came after him, the deſire. of all Na- 
tions, the Head of the Body his Church, and therefore he might well 


publiſh Laws with his own 


now exhibited in Fleſh, and Perſonally appearing in the World, to 
{ put 


a 


hy tby i ſon condemn the greateſt. 
part of Scripture, and the writing of it ?' For was there not ſin and dy-: 
ty in the World before, Afoſess beginning to write the Scriptures ?- 


Month, and Chriften old Duties with his fo 
new Name, and peint all Perſons to himſelf the great Reconciler and; 
Peace-maker tothe World, and ſo he might put a new Ramp upon 
Duties, adding his Authority -as new, being only foretold before, but. 
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. putaway Sin, and bring in everlaſting 
orld Vick the light of 


Righteouſiteſs, and renew the 
the glory of God ia the Incarnation, Conver. 
os, Dorine, Miracles,” Paſſion, and ReſurreQion of Jeſus 


7. Never before was there ſuch « Perſon and Teacher in the World, 
Ciwiſt excelled all that went before him, and therefore with good rea- 
ſon might he renew old Precepts, and partly confirm them, partly cx- 
qe em, partly apply and preſs them, and partly divulge and pub- 


them, and grave his own Seal of Authority upon them «s moſt emi- 
nent afd far excelling all other. * For God, who at ſundry times, and 
in divers manners, ſpake in times paſt unto the Fathers dy the Pro. 
phets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto vs by his Son, cc, Hob. 
| I, 2. n | 
" 'Obj. But ſwearing was but a thing permuted for hardneſs of bear, - as 
vas divorce. ww Ar rook._it quite away 46 4 piece of ſin and imper- 
 ſeftion not to bt tolerated in bis Kingdow = mg light and puriny, 
Anſw. 1. Prove what you ſay, and anſwer all ObjeCtions, . and 
carry the Cauſe. 2. Divorce came in with Aſers Law ; but ſwear- 
ing was in uſe long before, 3. God himſelf is the Pattern of ſwear- 
ing, and hath hallowed it as moſt ſacted by his Example. 4. Noſuch 
Reaſons can be rendred for the adnulling of Oaths and ſwearing, as 
may be for divorce. $5.. God was the God of the Jews then, as well 
as of the Zews and Gentiles now, There was holineſs and uprightneſs 
and true godlineſs in the World before Chrift appeared in the Fleſh, 
They had the Goſpel as well as we, Heb. 4. 2. The Goſpel was 
preached to Abraham, Gal. 3.3. And he was counted the Father of 
all them which believe; Row. 4; 11. And to-do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with thy God was ever the Guty of Man, 44. 6, 
& 6. Compare Old Teſtament-Laws with the new; and the imparity 
will aot be found ſo great. Though there was-much ceremony and ſa- 
cilicing and outward fetvice and rites and ordinances and mach more 
outward coſt pader the Law than now, and more temporal promiſes ; 
and the Goſpel and eternal Life, and ſpiritual priviledges and promi- 
ſes not ſo clear and bright under the Law, as ſince ; yet then, arid al- 


'} vays, God did prefer Mercy before Sacrifice; add Obedience before 


the fat of Rams, He was always alover of holineſs and purity and 
Juſtice and temperance and goodneſs and whatſoever was praife-wor- 
thy. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with allchy heart and ſoul 
ud ſtrength, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, was God's Law _ 
T3 


%, 
_ 
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Maitwas'always God's Cralityre, and-intended. far.the ſervice and 
gry of ho daker and ſumed Fe ity, 30d boondty e\ nal. 
+erable Lawy of Godin Nature: to be holy 1n all manner-of Converſe. 
tion, and-to be ſelf-denying 'and obedientto God in all things ; tha | 
as God's Creature to'depend wholly upon him, and to be to his entite 
ſerviced praiſe. -/ 7. And compare Old Teſtament. Saints and-Chri, 
Fans with choſe of the new.: reg that great grace Was. poure 
forth upon the Apdftles'and firſt Chriſtians and.GoſpebChurches, to 
be for a ſpecimen or pattern to ſucceeding times, 'and to. alſure and 
bring in Proſelytes,: and ſpread and: diſperſe the, Chriſtian name and 
glory; andThew forth Chriſtianity zo the height, and for all the excel. 
tary aaTeminency of Chriſt's ſpirit in many,'and moſt, of the Mar. 
tyrs, there have been as famous and renowned Old Teſtament Chiifti- 
ans.as have been ever. ſince, and they are agreat ſhame to us. © Abel, 
Nogh, Enech, Abraham, and his Son and:Grandſons, . Moſes, Aron, 
Zoſhna," David,: Job, Exra, Simeon, and all the Prophets and Multi. 
tudes bothiof Men and Women were burning and ſhining Lights, far 
excelling/the common pitch:of moſt Chriſtians npw.adays.'. I'will not 
defiy bur that there may be ſomeghing ia the ſpirit of Chriſt ſince hig 
ap ce, reſurreion, and aſcenſion into glory omg, to the times 
firicez which the Saints of old had not in fuch peculiarity : the Goſpel 
ſeems to add a ſpecial tinure of Love and a heavenly ſpirit, and mind- | 
ing ſpiritual and inviGible everlaſting-riches and glory. But 'we'may Y 
think: there was- ſomething peculiar to, thoſe times and the fpirit of 
the Goſpel then, which we'have nat. . They were the @Jder Brother, 1 
and the-Lor'of'the: Firſt-born, 'was theirs; and he conferted an abun; 1 
dant meaſure of his ſpirit upon many of them. O what a ſpirit of ho-Þ 1 
lineſs;' purity; wiſdome, ' ſimplicity, and energy was inthe Prophets | | 
_ and Pen«meit of Scripture} - What - Divinity and Sublimity and Life h 
and Spirit runs through all the Vcins of the Old Teſtament, eſpecial} © 
ly fome more noble.and excellent, parts of-it !, Ang I am ſurethere c 
were no wotks of Supererogation then. - They did not ay of them P 
go abovetheirRule. Oaths and ſwearing were no part of their im- Þp 
perfection; nor any ſuch defilements as to heexcluded Chriſt's King- 
dom under the Goſpel. - +), 0 oo 
'»Purity- in thoughts! and words,and looks and ;geſtures was tom- pt 
manded and practiſed under the Old Teſtament as well as under the ar 
New. Itis not true that Jeſus Chrift advanced Chriſtian'Dotftrine from ye 


not Adultety in the aQt, to-not Adultery ip the thought, from revenge 
a: : . to 
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as well asnow, what Paul-ſaith 
of theLaw, Row. 7. The Law is boſy, and ſpiritual, and the Com- 
mandment.is holy andjuſt and good,” /And Fob ſays of bimfelf, / wade 
# Covenant with mine eyes, why then ſhould [ look, upon a Maid? If my 
heart bath been deceived by a Woman, if wy ftep hath turned out of the way, 
and mine heart hath walked after mine eyes ; | and if. any blot hath cleaved to 


my hand;, Job ;t-1,7, 0. David prayes, Pf. 119. T urn away mine eyes 


from vanity. Andall the Old Teſtament;Laws do forbid ſin in 
thought. 7er.4.14. Pſc119.113, And as for ſuffering wrongs,and carri- 
age towards Enemies, who a more eminent Pattern, ſaving Chriſt him- 
ſelf, than David? P/. 35.12,1 3,14. Who more eminent for meckneſs 
than Afoſe:2 Numb. 12. What honourable encomiums and praiſes doth 
the Scripture make of Old Teftament-Saints* Heb. 11, O'wwhatPat- 
terns of imitation are they to us ! - Would God we were like them ; 
though we are not to imitate them in any of their recorded blots or frail- 
ties. But this point of Oaths I never underſtood to be any blot at all in 
them, Nor is there any thing at all in the Scripture-Text,or in the Rea- 
ſon and Law of God upon Mans Soul teading us to any ſuch Expoſiti- 
on. But the Holy Ghoſt hath plainly given his approbation thereto, 
and right informed reaſon doth readily aſſent to it. 

But this brings me to their laſt Reaſon, which is; that ſwearing 
is forbidden by the very Nature of Chriſtianity it ſelf, and is unwor- 
wy of him that is the Author of it, -p.'24, 25, 26,27. It is, they ſay, 
a ſhameful thing to pretend to be a follower of Chriſt, and yet ſo far 
to degenerate from the imitation of him, as to need to ſwearing, and 
uſe Oaths and afſeverations diſpenſed with in weakeſt times of know- 


(Hedge, and neverknown to ancient Zew- and Chriſtians. 


This is anſwered before. This Reaſon chargeth God himſelf, and 
his holieft Servants. What ſay ou, if God himſelf hath ſworn ſo 
often, how comes ſwearing and Chriftianity to be ſo contrary ? How 


come holy Angels and choiceſt Saints to ſwear, and how comes it to 


paſs that the Author of Chriſtianity, or godlineſs, commanded and 
preſcribed it to his People of old? Was not the Religion of the Old 
Teftament through Faith in God, and in the promiſed Agefſiab, able 
to make wiſe unto ſalvation? You cannot deny but that an Oath was 
part of the Religion and Chriſtianity then z and if Chriftiavity then 
and now, for ſubſtance, be one and the ſame, it is a ſhameful thing in 


you to charge the Lord himſelf, _ his holy Laws, and moſt emi- 
. nent 


'nent.-S&rvacits,. wich degeneration and ſhane for authorizing -and 


approving Oaths. 08 WH el, 21T - KVA 15S 
& ſhall for a concluſion 7 0 one, Argument for ſwearing from 


the Quakers own Principtes.' . They do evideatly contradict their own 
great Principle, which is,: that every Man hath a Light withia ; which. 


Light isthe ſupreme Rule,.. as being mare ancient than the Scriptures. 
That which was the Rule in the Patriarchstime before doſe: began to 
write the Scriptures, that they would have' to be the, Rule 3 they. call 
all to'this-- Now 'if this muſt be the Rule and” Judge of Oaths, then 
clearly ſwearing is lawful and- yet in force, and the Quaker is aot 

entto'bis own Principles, For, before any Scripture was writ, 
ſwearing: was in ufe, and in great eſteem, both by Pagans and Proſe. 


Iytes; 'bygood and. bad; and never at all controverted in-thoſe firſt 
Ages. :S0 that I danot fee how they cau reconcile themſelves to them- 


ſclves.,-; | F 

Alſo they tell us (Treatiſe of Oaths, p..9, 19.) of a time of primi- 
tive Integrity when truth flowed naturally, and needed no ſuch expe- 
dientias an Oath, yea-and nay was then enough. But when Men 
grew:corrupt, they diſtruſted each other, and had recourſe to Oaths 
as a remedy againſt falſeneſs. + _ | | 

'We would know what time this was when truth flowed ſo natural. 
lyfrom Men, Poets tell us of a golden Age wherein truth and juſtice 
and every precious thing among Men did abound. But we know it to 
be a meer Fiction of Paets, and no ſuch thing ever was ig. the World 


ſince the fall of Adam. He indeed during his ſtanding jn. innocency | 


wagrepleat with truth and all graces and vertues: but his g Was 
but E-white, there was at this time but one Man and one Woman, 
There was hitle uſe for Oaths during that ſhort ſpace :. and. yet I have 
made appear that during their ſtate of innocency the wiſe Creator uſed 
at leaſt an afſeveration to them» ' There was morethan yea and nayig 
innocency. Since the fall of Man, if we may uſe the Poet's words, —- 
Terras Aitrea religuit. | The Iron Age begun with the fall. . Cain mur- 
ders Abel, and the whole World is divided into. two great Ranks or 
Seeds ; theSced of the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent. In a 
ſhort time-the World was grown ſo-ful{ of ſing; that. it .repented the 
Lord that he had: made Man, and it grieycd him at the heart, and he 
was conſtrain'd todeſtroy the World by. Water. . And ever ſince all 
manner of wickedneſs hath been ia the world, and prevailed more by 
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far than honeſty and godlineſs, Multitudes go in the broad way, but 
few in the ſtrait Path of holineſs, If you know any ſuch Age of the 
World when the People and Inhabitants of the World were all ſo in- 
nocent, and wholly given to truth, that they needed no Oaths and 
ſwearing, nor any more than yea and nay, and truth flowed natural- 
ly from them, = muſt bring us ſome ſuch Records as yet have not 
been known or heard of in the World. For Scripture tells us no ſuch 
thing, but rather quite the contrary. What have you more to ſay 
againſt ſwearing and oath-taking? If I knew it, and it were worth 
the while and pains to examine it, or if I could think of any thing ma- 
terial to be pbjeted againſt ſwearing, I ſhould not ſtick to bring it 
forch, and render the truth yet brighter by anſwering all that can be 
alledged againſt it, 

Some perhaps will begin to think that I am a looſe Man who write 
in defence of Oaths, when the Land mourns becauſe of Oaths ; and 
there is more need to write againſt Perjury and falſe Oaths, and vain 
and prophane and uſeleſs ſwearing, with which too many in this pre- 
ſent Age are laden, ButasIam no Friend to any unlawful and falſe 
Oaths, ſo when I can apprehend my elf duly called to it, 1 ſhall by 
Gods grace be ready to bear my Teſtimony againſt the Generation of 
wicked ſwearers, who profane the Name of God, and tranſgreſs the 
Rules of right allowable ſwearing. 

There is but one thing more that I can think of needful to be ad- 
ded to this defence of Oaths, and that is in what caſes it may be law- 
ful to ſwear. But this is too large a Ficld to go over. Conſult the 
Scriptures, and obſerve in what points and caſes the People of God 
have uſed to ſwear z and in what caſes the Lord of old preſcribed to 
his People the uſe of an Oath for ending of ſtrife-matters, The mat- 
ter ſ\wern muſt be lawful, you muſt underſtand what you ſwear, you 
muſt mean as you ſpeak, and abhor all deceit, ſecret meanings, and 
mental reſervations and under-hand conſtructions, and ſwear as if the 
heart-ſearching God ſtood before your Eyes, or as if you were to die 
with the Oath in your hand, and ſtood before Gods Judgment Seat. 
Swear nothing which you would not ſwear if any impartial and right 
underſtanding godly Perſon,one or more ſtood by,and ſhould look you 
in the Face, and ſay, Friend take heed what you do. Remember that 
the great and principal Oath of all is the Oath of Allegiance to the 
King of Heaven. By Baptiſm you enter into the Lords Outh or Co- 
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venant,. and become vowediund devoted to God'; and if pu Keep- 
not this ſincerely you are no leſs than forſworn, and will ſurely periſh. 
Baptiſm is not a Ceremony or Complement, -but a binding ſacred 
Vow : this Vow is renewed at the Lords Supper : all profeſling Chri- 
ſians are under this Vow, and engaged in Covenant to the Lord; 
and thence Baptiſm and the Lords Supper are called Sacraments, al. 
luding to the Sacramenturm militare: Chriſtianity is ſo far from being 
againſt Oaths and ſwearing, that no Man can be counted a Chriſtian 
externally, that is not externally devoted and ſworn to God and Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt by Chriſtian Profeſſion : and no Man can be a ſin- 
cere Chriſtian that is not ſincerely vowed and Covenantgd to God, 
againſt the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, So that all Hypocrites, 
and unſound Chriſtians, and meer worldly Profeſſors are no better 
than perjured and forſworn : and this is the higheſt, and greateſt, and 
moſt damning Perjury : all that profeſs Chriſtianity and are not fin- 
cere, are falſe to their Profeſſion, And their very Profeſſion doth 
contain, vertually and in eſſence, an Oath or Covenant to. be the 
Lords, and the ſeriouſeft and moſt ſolemn and binding Covenant that 
can be in this World; Read Dem. 29. 10, 11, 12,13, 14,15, &c. 
Al other Oaths, Vows, Engagements,and Covehants of what nature ſo- 
ever, publick, private, civil,eccleſiaſtical z afſerrory,promiſſory,among 
Chriſtians are all ſubordinate to this great and principal Vow or Co- 
venant, andare all vertually contained in it : this is the Life of all, 
This is all particular and lefſer Vows, Oaths, and Covenants in one, 
as that which conftitutes us Chriſtians before God, and. is the bots» 
tome and baſis of all ſaving religion, truth, and uprightneſs towards 
God and Man; and which being right and fincere, giveth right to 
everlaſting glory, and is our greateſt mercy and bleſling in this W orld, 
next to Heaven it ſelf, If any one ſhall impugn the lawfulneſs of an 
Oath and ſwearing, let him know that he doth but blindly and igno. 
rantly ſet himſelf ro undermine Chriſtianity and the ſaving Religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt. For, what is an Oath but the greateſt Teſtimony that 
Man can bear to any thing he affirms or denies, or promiſeth to do or 
forbear? It is nothing elſe but the higheſt and ſtrongeſt aſſurance that 
can be given of the truth in Caſes of Teſtimeny, depending upon the 
credit and veracity of him that ſwears. Now, are not all Men bound 
thus to aſſure, devote, and make over themſelves unto God > What 
is a Chriſtian but one that is devoted and conſecrated to God ſolemn- 
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ly or vertually > All the eſſentials of an Nath are contained in the 
Chriſtian Covenant, I grant this Covenact may be done more ſo- 
lemnly and expreſly :: but it is an Oath or Covenant when it contain- 
eth all efſentials. As when I ſay, I profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian and Ser. 
vant of God the Father,Son and Holy Ghoſt,againſt Satan, the World, 
and Sin; and renouncing all things inconſiſtent with true faith and ho. 
lineſs and the hope of eternal glory, 1 betakeme to the only true Gad 
in Jeſus Chriſt as my Portion according to his holy Will and Laws 
ſincerely for ever. This is an Oath or Covenant to God, and ſo cal- 
led frequently in Scripture, it being eſſentially the higheſt engage- 
ment that a Soul can make of it ſelf to God, and is only wanting in 
ſome leſſer matters to denominate it moſt ſolemn-and explicite ſwear- 
ing or vowing to God, 

I forgot to make ſpecial obſervation of one thing before,” and that 
was, that in ſeveral Scriptures of the Old Teſtament there are Promi- 
ſes or Prophecies of Oaths to be under the Goſpel, relating to the 
Ages after Chriſt, as that every Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue 
ſhall ſwear and confeſs to Chriſt; all which are exaQtly fulfilled, it 
being made apparent that ſo many ſincere Chriſtians as there have 
been, and are and ſhall be, in the World,there are ſo many covenanted, 
devoted and ſworn ſincere Servants to God, 

All therefore that name the Name of Chriſt, and do not depart from 
iniquity, muſt wear upon them the Brand of Perjury, Let Quakers be 
warned to repent them of all their abuſive Doctrine againſt Oaths, 
and Fathering their errours upon God. Let them not think, that when 
they ſuffer for refuſing lawful Oaths cuftomably taken by godly Minds 
and pure informed Conſciences, they ſuffer in righteouſneſs, except 
they will call that righteouſneſs which is cauſed by errour-and blind 
miſtaken zeal. - I do from my heart pity them, and deſire no rigour 
may be done to. them in the leaſt ; and that ſo far as it may conſiſt 
with the intereſt of Chriſtianity, the peace of the Church, and the 
publick weal of the Nation, all clemency and toleration be ſhewed 
them in the matter of Oaths; and, if it can be, that ſome expedient 
may be found out for fheir eaſe in this Point, to ſuch eſpecially as do 
erre ignorantly and well-meaniagly. The Lord ſhew compaſſion to 
theſe poor blind Souls. Forbear, ye ſimple Souls, to kick againſt 
the Pricks, Draw nigh to God, and to his Word, and to his faith- 
ful Miniſters; and God will draw nigh to you. Ip 
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I had thought to have a a Defence of our Form and Mar 
of ſwearing uſed in Englend, by laying the hand upon the Bib 
and kifling it, and ſaying, So help me God. But upon further 
ſideration I determined to let that paſs. Whoever -hath a mit 
may ſee it fully and accurately argued and defended, by Mr. B 
in his Chrsftian Direttory, p. 416, Indeed I had thought to have 
craved leave of him to have tranſcribed it out of his Book, and an 
nexcd it to this Defence of Oaths and ſwearing, that it might bei 
more hands, and of more general uſe. But without his leave 1 woul 
not doit. I have made this TraGt longer than I would, though 
great deal is left out that might have been added; becauſe I wo 
not burden the Reader, and lengthen Controverſies. 


